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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RULES 
 

Many county fairs or expositions offer harness racing and/or horse team pulling events.  In the 
past, the state appropriations provided funding for the purses or premiums awarded at these 
events.  State appropriations no longer support purses or premiums for horse pulling events. 
 
Regulation 813 governs the administration, by the Michigan Department of Agriculture, of 
drug-testing of horses at horse racing or pulling events “where state funds are used for the any 
portion of the purse or premiums.”  The Department indicates that there is still a public purpose 
in the Department providing independent third-party drug testing of horses entered in county 
fair or exposition events – whether or not state funds provide purse or premium funding.  
Department testing promotes honest competitions and animal welfare.  As a result, the 
proposed rule would strike references to the use of state funds for purses or premiums.  The 
current rule would apply to the drug testing of horses at county fairs and exposition whether or 
not state funds were used for purses or premiums. 
 
The proposed rule would also make some technical changes.  It would change the definition of 
Department to reference the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.  The Rule 
would also indicate that the Rules only apply to events that are not under the jurisdiction of the 
Michigan Gaming Control Board.  The Michigan Gaming Control Board has authority over 
pari-mutuel horse racing – including drug testing of horses in pari-mutuel races.  
 

FISCAL IMPACT OF PROPOSED RULES 
 

The Department anticipates that additional program costs would be minimal and could be met 
through current budgetary resources.  Actual direct testing costs would be covered through 
Department testing fees – the Department currently charges various laboratory testing fees and 
would assess the fairs or competitors for tests performed.  County fairs and/or competitors 
currently pay for private testing; there would be no additional costs in authorizing the 
Department to conduct and oversee testing. 
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■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their 
deliberations, and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 


