HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 9:00 am. 519 House Office Building
Representative McMillin, Chair, called the meeting to order.

MEMBERSPRESENT: Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Neshitt,
O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Lyons, Bumstead, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs,
Rutledge, Stallworth, and Geiss.

Representative Hooker moved to approve the minutes of the February 29, 2012 meeting.
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.
The Chair laid HR 111, HR 112, and HB 5040 before the committee.

HR 111 Haveman A resolution to memoriaize the President and the United States
Congress to enact legisation protecting the rights of conscience of
students seeking counseling degrees and licensed professional
counselors.

HR 112 Haveman A resolution to urge Michigan's public universities to adopt
policies to protect the rights of students in counseling, socia work,
or psychology programs who are faced with situations that conflict
with their religious beliefs.

HB 5040 Haveman Higher education; education programs, education programs for
counselors, social workers, and psychologists; prohibit
discrimination against students for sincerely held religious beliefs.

Representative Haveman testified support of HR 111, HR 112, and HB 5040.

Jeremy Tedesco, representing Julea Ward's Alliance Defense Fund, testified in support of HB
5040.

Julea Ward and Darryl Ward, representing themselves, testified in support of HB 5040.

Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Psychological Association, testified in opposition to
HB 5040.*

Maxine Thome, representing the National Association of Social Workers, testified in opposition
to HB 5040.



Alan Cropsey, representing the Michigan Attorney General's Office, testified in support of HB
5040.

Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union, testified in opposition of HR
111, HR 112, and HB 5040.

Brad Snavely, representing the Michigan Family Forum, testified in support of HR 111, HR 112,
and HB 5040.*

Amy Hawkins, representing Citizen for Traditional Values, submitted atestimony card in
support of HB 5040, but did not wish to speak.

The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 5040, but did not wish to
speak:

Ellen Hoekstra, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan,
Michael Boulus, representing the Presidents Council of State Universities of Michigan,*
Kahe John and Greg Rosine, with Western Michigan University,

Michelle Lange, with Oakland University.

The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 5040, but due to time were
not able to speak:

Mitch Goldsmith, representing himself,*
Emily Dievendorf, representing Equality Michigan.

Melissa Grey, representing the Michigan Project for Informed Public Policy, submitted a
testimony card indicating a neutral position on HB 5040, but due to time was not able to speak.*

Noah Smith, representing the Michigan Counseling Association, submitted a testimony card in
oppositionto HR 111, HR 112, and HB 5040, but due to time was not able to speak.

With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the
time being 10:25 am.

Representative Tom McMillin, Chair Ben Cook
Committee Clerk
bcook @house.mi.gov
March 7, 2012
1 hour 25 minutes

Date Approved and Signed

* indicates written material submitted.
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