
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, June 8, 2011    9:00 a.m.         519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Scott, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Scott, Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, 
Hughes, Nesbitt, O'Brien, Price, Shaughnessy, Yonker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, 
Rutledge, Stallworth, and Geiss. 
 
Representative Darany moved to approve the minutes of the May 25, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4496 before the committee. 
 
HB 4496 Walsh Higher education; community colleges; granting of baccalaureate 

degrees in certain fields; allow. 
 
Representative Walsh testified in support of HB 4496. 
 
Dan Phelan, President of Jackson Community College, testified in support of HB 4496. 
 
Jackie Liebowitz, representing Allegiance Health, testified in support of HB 4496. 
 
Nia Byerly, a student at Jackson Community College, testified in support of HB 4496. 
 
Michael Boulus, representing the Presidents Council, State Universities of Michigan, testified in 
opposition to HB 4496.* 
 
John Dunn, President of Western Michigan University, testified in opposition to HB 4496. 
 
David Losing, Gerald Voland, Margret Murray-Wright, representing the University of Michigan 
Flint, testified in opposition to HB 4496. 
 
Ed Blews, representing the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Michigan, 
testified in opposition to HB 4496. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HB 4496, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Chad Wing, representing Eastern Michigan University, 



Greg Bird, representing Wayne State University, 
Michelle Lange, representing Oakland University. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HB 4496, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health and Hospital Association, 
Robb Kennedy, representing Kirtland Community College. 
 
Representatives Walsh spoke and answered questions on HB 4496. 
 
Representative Shaughnessy moved to report out HB 4496 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-2-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Hooker, Crawford, McMillin, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Nesbitt, 
Shaughnessy, Yonker, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, and Geiss, 
 Nays:  Representatives Price, and Brown, 
 Pass:  Representatives Scott, O'Brien, and Stallworth. 
 

HB 4496 reported out with recommendation. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Paul Scott, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
June 8, 2011 

________________________________    1 hour 25 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written materials attached to report out file. 
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