
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, February 14, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease the time being 10:33 a.m. 
 
The Chair called the committee back to order the time being 10:40 a.m. 
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, 
Stapleton. 
Member absent/excused: None 
 
The Chair laid HB 4798, HB 4799, HB 5182, HB 5134 and HB 5181 before the committee: 
 
HB 4798 Rendon Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of coercing a female to have an abortion against her will; 
enact. 

  
HB 4799 Opsommer Crimes; other; coercing female to have an abortion against her 

will; prohibit, and provide penalties. 
  
HB 5182 O'Brien Health; abortion; coercive abortion prevention materials; require 

department to create and provide other general amendments. 
 
HB 5134 Jenkins Health; abortion; oral screening of individual seeking an abortion 

for coercion to abort and domestic violence; require. 
 
HB 5181 O'Brien Civil procedure; civil actions; civil action for coercion of an 

abortion; provide for. 
 
Ed Rivet, representing Michigan Right to Life, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Robert Stevenson, representing the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police, testified with a 
neutral position to HB 4798 and HB 4799. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Kathy Haginian, representing the Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, 
testified in support of HB 4798, HB 4799, HB 5182 and HB 5134.  
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HB 4798, HB 4799, HB 5134 and HB 5182, 
but did not wish to speak: 



 
Dan Jarvis, representing Michigan Family Forum. 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, submitted a card 
in opposition to HB 4798, HB 4799, HB 5134 and HB 5182, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, submitted a 
card with no position on HB 4799, and did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4798. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendment to HB 4798 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 6, after "ABORTION" by inserting "OR CONTINUE A 
PREGNANCY". 
 
Representative Stapleton moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendment to HB 4798 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 5, by striking out all of enacting section 1 and inserting:  
 " Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless all of the following 
bills of the 96th Legislature are enacted into law: 
 (a) House Bill No. 4799. 
 (b) House Bill No. 4805. 
 (c) House Bill No. 4806. 
 (d) House Bill No. 4807. 
 (e) House Bill No. 4808. 
 (f) House Bill No. 4809. 
 (g) House Bill No. 4810. 
 (h) House Bill No. 4811. 
 (i) House Bill No. 4812. 
 (j) House Bill No. 4813. 
 (k) House Bill No. 4814.". 



 
Representative Stapleton moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to report out HB 4798 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 6-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton.    
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4799. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendments to HB 4799 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 3, after "WILL" by inserting "OR TO CONTINUE THE 
PREGNANCY AGAINST HER WILL". 
 2. Amend page 2, line 3, after "ABORTION" by inserting "OR DOES NOT 
WANT TO CONTINUE THE PREGNANCY". 
 3. Amend page 2, line 15, after "ABORTION" by inserting "OR DOES NOT 
WANT TO CONTINUE THE PREGNANCY". 
 4. Amend page 2, line 18, after "ABORTION" by inserting "OR TO CONTINUE 
THE PREGNANCY". 
 
Representative Stapleton moved to adopt the amendments. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendments to HB 4799 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 27, after "IF" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"CHILD," on line 1 of page 3. 
 2. Amend page 3, line 2, after "VIOLATION" by striking out the comma. 



 3. Amend page 3, line 23, by striking out all of subdivision (C). 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendments. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 4799 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 3, following line 24, by inserting:  
 " Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless all of the following 
bills of the 96th Legislature are enacted into law: 
 (a) House Bill No. 4798. 
 (b) House Bill No. 4805. 
 (c) House Bill No. 4806. 
 (d) House Bill No. 4807. 
 (e) House Bill No. 4808. 
 (f) House Bill No. 4809. 
 (g) House Bill No. 4810. 
 (h) House Bill No. 4811. 
 (i) House Bill No. 4812. 
 (j) House Bill No. 4813. 
 (k) House Bill No. 4814.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 4799 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 6-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton.    
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 5181: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 27, by striking out the balance of the bill and inserting:  
 "(c) House Bill No. 5134. 
 (d) House Bill No. 5182. 



 (e) House Bill No. 4805. 
 (f) House Bill No. 4806. 
 (g) House Bill No. 4807. 
 (h) House Bill No. 4808. 
 (i) House Bill No. 4809. 
 (j) House Bill No. 4810. 
 (k) House Bill No. 4811. 
 (l) House Bill No. 4812. 
 (m) House Bill No. 4813. 
 (n) House Bill No. 4814.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5181 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
6-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton.    
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5182. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendment to HB 5182 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 17, following line 25, by inserting: 
 "(e) House Bill No. 4805. 
 (f) House Bill No. 4806. 
 (g) House Bill No. 4807. 
 (h) House Bill No. 4808. 
 (i) House Bill No. 4809. 
 (j) House Bill No. 4810. 
 (k) House Bill No. 4811. 
 (l) House Bill No. 4812. 
 (m) House Bill No. 4813. 



 (n) House Bill No. 4814.". 
 
Representative Stapleton moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HB 5182 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 6-2-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton.    
 Pass: Rep. Lane. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5134. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment to HB 5134 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 3, following line 9, by inserting: 
 "(e) House Bill No. 4805. 
 (f) House Bill No. 4806. 
 (g) House Bill No. 4807. 
 (h) House Bill No. 4808. 
 (i) House Bill No. 4809. 
 (j) House Bill No. 4810. 
 (k) House Bill No. 4811. 
 (l) House Bill No. 4812. 
 (m) House Bill No. 4813. 
 (n) House Bill No. 4814.". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out HB 5134 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 



The motion prevailed 7-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the American Congress of Obstetrics/Gynecology, submitted a card in 
opposition to the HB 5134, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5033 before the committee: 
 
HB 5033 Agema Human services; services or financial assistance; eligibility for 

public assistance; prohibit for certain lottery winners. 
 
Substitute (H-2) was adopted on January 31, 2012. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt substitute (H-4) to HB 5033. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Stapleton offered the following amendment to HB 5033 (H-4): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 9, by striking out all of section 57w. 
 
Representative Stapleton moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Haines moved to report out HB 5033 with recommendation as substitute (H-4). 
The motion prevailed 7-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: Reps. Slavens, Stapleton. 
 
 
 
 



The Chair laid HCR 11 before the committee: 
 
HCR 11 Agema A concurrent resolution to memorialize Congress to adopt and 

present to the states for ratification an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States to establish fundamental parental 
rights. 

 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HCR 11. The motion did not prevail 
3-6-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, submitted a card 
in opposition to HCR 11, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to report out HCR 11 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 8-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Slavens. 
 
Representative Haines moved to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2012 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:24 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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