
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, April 12, 2011                           2:00 p.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, 
Stapleton. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2011 meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4381, HB 4382 and HB 4383 before the committee: 
 
HB 4381 Kurtz Children; adoption; department designee to consent to adoption; 

allow. 
 
HB 4382 Rendon Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

consent authority; expand to include consent for guardianships. 
 
HB 4383 Heise Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

designee to consent to guardianship; allow. 
 

Karyn Ferrick, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, testified in support of 
the bills as drafted. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4381. The motion did not prevail 1-
7-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Rep. Slavens 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Stapleton 
 Pass: None 
  
Representative Rendon moved to report HB 4381 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
7-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: Rep. Slavens 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4382. The motion did not prevail 1-



7-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Rep. Slavens 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Stapleton 
 Pass: None 
  
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4382 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 6-
0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Rendon, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: Rep. Slavens 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4383. The motion did not prevail 1-
7-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Rep. Slavens 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Stapleton 
 Pass: Rep. Lane 
  
Representative Heise moved to report HB 4383 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 8-
0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: Rep. Slavens 
 
Patrick Wright, representing the Mackinac Center, gave a presentation on public employee 
unions. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 3:40 
p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Patricia Tremblay-Pluta, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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