
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, March 17, 2011     9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail Haines, 
Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Scott, 
Shirkey, Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Huuki. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the March 10, 2011, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Haines laid HB 4389 before the committee: 
 
HB 4389 Stamas Occupations; dentists; dentists practicing under special volunteer license; 

extend immunity from liability. 
 
Representative Liss moved to report HB 4389 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Scott, Shirkey, 
Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Womack and Hovey-Wright. 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Segal. 
 

Chair Haines laid HB 4350 before the committee: 
 
HB 4350 Haines Torts; medical malpractice; liability of employees being paid by their employer 

to provide voluntary care at health clinics; clarify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Liss moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4350. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-3-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Scott, Shirkey, 
Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  Representatives Stallworth, Darany and Segal, 
Pass:   Representative Womack. 

 
Representative Callton moved to report HB 4350 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-3-0.  
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Scott, Shirkey, 
Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Womack and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  Representatives Stallworth, Darany and Segal, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chair Haines laid HB 4441, HB 4442 and HB 4443 before the committee: 
 
HB 4441 Foster Health facilities; certificate of need; inconsistent requirements applicable to 

hospitals with swing beds in short-term nursing care programs; eliminate. 
 
HB 4442 Haines Administrative procedure; rules; definition of rule; revise to reflect elimination 

of state law regarding federal swing-bed program. 
 
HB 4443 Muxlow Human services; medical services; medicaid payments for swing-bed services; 

revise reference to reflect elimination of state law regarding the federal program. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Foster, sponsor of HB 4441, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Muxlow, sponsor of HB 4443, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
John Barnas, representing the Michigan Center for Rural Health, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bills. 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Annegret Goehring, representing the Mackinac Straits Health System, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Wendy Frush, representing the Mackinac Straits Health System, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Rose Mackey, representing the Mackinac Straits Health System, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Jana Broughton, representing the Health Care Association of Michigan, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bills. 
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Tom Meyer of the Iosco County Medical Care Facility and Jim DeYoung of the Barry County Medical 
Care Facility, representing the Michigan County Medical Care Facility Council, testified in opposition to 
the bills.  Mr. Meyer and Mr. DeYoung submitted written testimony. 
 
Steve Thompson, representing the Critical Access Hospitals, testified in support of the bills. 
 
James North, representing the Mackinac Straits Hospital, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, gave additional comments. 
 
Barb Davis, representing the Mackinac Straits Health Center, testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Michael DeGrow, representing Eaton Rapids Hospital (Rural Critical Access Hospital) supports the bills. 
 
Stephanie Winslow, representing Aging Services of Michigan, opposes the bills. 
 
Renee Beniak, representing the Michigan County Medical Care Facility Council, opposes the bills. 
 
Representative Stallworth moved to excuse Representative Huuki from the committee.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:25 
a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 25 Minutes 
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