
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, May 3, 2012    9:00 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, 
Shirkey, Hooker, Huuki, Muxlow, Yonker, Hughes, Graves, Liss, Darany, Segal, Womack, Hovey-
Wright and Greimel. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Stallworth. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the April 26, 2012, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Haines opened the floor for a presentation from the: 
 

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) 
Scott Blakeney, Division Director 

Tulika Bhattacharya, Section Manager, Certificate of Need (CON) Evaluation 
 

James Falahee, Chairman, (CON) Commission,  
 
Scott Blakeney gave an overview of the history of the Certificate of Need (CON) program.  A 
handout was submitted.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chairman James Falahee gave an overview of the Certificate of Need Commission (CON).  A 
handout was submitted.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tulika Bhattachary explained how applicants for (CON) need to comply with state standards.  A 
handout was submitted to the committee members.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Mark Lemoine, representing Spectrum Health System, supports the certificate of need process. 
Charles Pryor, representing Ford, supports the certificate of need process. 
Brian O'Connell, representing General Motors, supports the certificate of need process. 
Chrysler supports the certificate of need process. 
Sarah Hubbard, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, supports the certificate of need process. 
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Tina Weatherwax Grant, representing Trinity Health, supports the certificate of need process. 
Sean Gehle, representing the Ascension Health-Michigan and the Genesys Health System, supports 
the certificate of need process. 
Deidra Wilson, representing Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS), supports the certificate of need 
process. 
Mike Frederick, representing Mid Michigan Health, supports the certificate of need process. 
Lynn Weimeister, representing the Beaumont Health System, supports the certificate of need process. 
Penny Crissman, representing the Crittenton Hospital in Rochester, supports the certificate of need 
process. 
Friends of CON supports the certificate of need process. 
The Economic Alliance for Michigan supports the certificate of need process. 
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse Representative Stallworth from the committee.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
9:58 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
33 Minutes 
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