
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, September 27, 2012    9:00 a.m. Room 519 House Office Bldg. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Huuki, Yonker, Hughes, Graves, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Hovey-Wright and Greimel. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Opsommer, Muxlow, Segal and Womack. 
 
Chair Haines opened the floor for a presentation from the: 
 

Oakland County Health Division 
on the recent outbreak of West Nile Virus incidents. 

 
George J. Miller, Jr., Director of the Oakland County Health & Human Services Department and 
Kathy Forzley, Manager, Health Officer, Oakland County Health Division, gave an overview of the 
recent outbreak of West Nile Virus incidents and what preventions to take to avoid infection. 
 
Chair Haines laid HB 5934 before the committee: 
 
HB 5934 (Liss) Health; diseases; expedited partner therapy; allow, and provide 

immunity from civil, criminal, and administrative liability under 
certain circumstances. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Christin O'Brien, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, supports the bill. 
Megan Swain, representing the Michigan Association for Local Public Health, supports the bill. 
Greg Baran, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association, supports the bill. 
William A. Smith, representing the National Coalition of STD Directors, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Liss, sponsor of HB 5934, explained her bill to the committee. 
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Dr. James Phillips, representing the Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS), testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Dr. Annette Mercatante, MD, representing the Michigan Association for Local Public Health, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
Karen Krzanowski, representing the Michigan Department of Community Health, testified in 
support of the bill.  Amna Osman, Director, Division of Health Wellness & Disease Control and 
Kristine Judd-Tuinier, Program Specialist, STD Section, were available to answer questions. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the July 25 and September 13, 2012, 
minutes.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse Representatives Opsommer, Muxlow, Segal and Womack 
from the committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The committee returned to the consideration of HB 5934. 
 
Federico G. Mariona, MD, FACOG, FACS, representing the Michigan Section of the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (MI ACOG), testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of the bill. 
 
David Mittleman, representing the Michigan Association for Justice (MAJ), testified in opposition 
to the bill. 
 
Christine Shear, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, testified indicating no 
formal position on the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
10:24 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 24 Minutes 
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