
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

September 19, 2012                              12:00 p.m.                      Room 519 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Absent and excused were Reps. Olson, Roy Schmidt. 
 
Rep. Huuki moved to excuse the members that were absent.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held September 12, 2012.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5817 - Opsommer - Sales tax; collections; 
regulations on prepaid sales tax on gasoline; modify. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of HB 5817 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Paul Condino representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to adopt the substitute H-2 to HB 5817.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 
12-0-5 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, 
Liss, Byrum, Smiley,   
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 5817, substitute H-2 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 13-0-4. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, 
Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Nathan. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5730 - Johnson - Transportation; carriers; 
mobility policies; eliminate limits on hours of operator time and on-duty periods for commercial 
motor vehicles engaged in seasonal construction-related activities. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of HB 5730 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Lance Binonimi representing the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in opposition to HB 5730 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Rep. Liss moved to report out HB 5730 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 11-4-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Liss, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 873 - Marleau - Transportation; carriers; 
indemnity clauses; prohibit in motor carrier transportation negotiations. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of SB 873 but did not want to testify. 
 
Walter Heinritzi representing the Michigan Trucking Association 
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Rep. Jacobsen moved to report out SB 873 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
The Chair laid before the Committee SB 1121 - Caswell - Vehicles; agricultural equipment; 
definition of implement of husbandry; expand. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Caswell to explain SB 1121 and to answer questions by 
members of the Transportation Committee. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on SB 1121 and stated 
he did not need to testify. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of SB 1121 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Tonia Ritter representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only take testimony on SB 
1121 at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 4609 - Wayne Schmidt - Transportation; 
railroads; funding to maintain railroad grade crossings; increase. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4609 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Ron DeCook representing Amtrak 
Bob Chaprnka representing the Michigan Railroads Association 
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The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to HB 4609 without amendments 
 
Ed Noyola representing the County Road Association of Michigan 
 
Rep. Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt the substitute H-1 to HB 4609.  The motion prevailed, the 
vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Wayne Schmidt moved to amend HB 4609, substitute H-1 as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 3, line 1, after "legislation." by inserting "THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 
CONSULT WITH THE RAILROAD AND THE ROAD AUTHORITY WHEN 
COMPLETING THE STUDY TO DETERMINE THE COST OF MAINTANCE OF 
ACTIVE TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.". 
 
The motion prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Wayne Schmidt moved to report out HB 4609, substitute H-2 with the recommendation that 
it pass.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
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Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee the following 2 bills and stated that they would be 
for testimony only at the meeting today. 
 
SB 402 - Schuitmaker - Occupations; physicians; voluntary reporting to the secretary of state 
patients with conditions that affect ability to operate a motor vehicle; allow and provide for 
immunity. 
 
SB 403 - Schuitmaker - Traffic control; driver license; examination regarding existence of 
certain medical condition affecting applicant's ability to operate safely; revise. 
 
The following people testified in support of SB 402 and SB 403. 
 
Arika Sinnott representing Senator Schuitmaker office 
Dr. Marianna Spanaki representing the Henry Ford Medical Group 
Mike Batterbee representing the Secretary of State 
 
The following people testified in opposition to SB 402 and SB 403. 
 
Todd Tennis representing the Michigan Association of Justice 
Bill Flory representing the Michigan Association of Justice 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 402 and SB 403 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
Kevin McKinney representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association 
Cindy Schnetzler representing the Michigan Optometric Association 
Kristine O'Brien representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians 
Steve Japinga representing the Michigan State Medical Society 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                  ________________________________ 
                                                                                   Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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