
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

September 27, 2012                              9:00 a.m.              Room 521 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Absent and excused:  None. 
 
Rep. Talabi moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held September 19, 2012.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5309 and HB 5314 for testimony only. 
 
HB 5309 - Townsend - Transportation; other ; regional transit authority for southeast Michigan; 
establish. 
 
HB 5314 - Hobbs - Transportation; other; state of rights-of-way on state roads; allow dedication 
of lane for public transit. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Townsend and Rep. Hobbs and Marty Fittante representing 
Senator Casperson( who has introduced the same bills in the Senate) to explain their bills and to 
answer questions by members of the Committee on Transportation. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in support of HB 5309 and HB 
5314. 
 
Bill Rusten representing Governor Snyder 
Sharon Edgar representing the Department of Transportation 
Chris Brown representing the City of Detroit 
Robert Daddow representing Oakland County 
Mark Hackel representing Macomb County 
Conan Smith representing Washtenaw County 
Jerry Griffin representing Wayne County 
Matt Cullen representing M1 
Andrew Basile representing Young, Basile PLLP 
David Blaszkiewicz representing Downtown Detroit Partnership 
Michele Hodges representing the Troy Chamber of Commerce 
Lindsay Case representing the Detroit Regional Chamber 
John Hertel representing SMART 
Paul Tait representing the SEMCOG 
Michael Sedlok SEMCOG 
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Rep. Tim Greimel representing himself and the City of Pontiac 
Marie Donigan representing herself 
Cindy Reese representing MOSES 
Megan Owens representing TRU 
Chris Kolb representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
 
The following people wanted to testify in support of HB 5309 and HB 5314 but there was 
insufficient time. 
 
Joel Batterman representing the Michigan Suburbs Alliance 
Tami Salisbury representing Eight Mile Boulevard Association 
Jeff Yaroch representing the City of Richmond/SEMCOG 
Donovan McCarty representing MOSES 
Jason Mancini representing the Michigan Municipal League 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 5309 and HB 5314 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
Michael Tasse, Jr. representing MOSES 
Ponsella Hardaway representing MOSES 
Patricia Barlow representing MOSES 
Andrew Zintran representing MOSES 
Wardell Montgomery representing MOSES 
Steve Currie representing Michigan Association of Counties 
Felicia Wasson representing AARP 
Julie Passage MOSES 
Deena Fox representing Rossetti 
Matt Sweeney representing Beaumont Health System 
Alan Helmkaup representing the Wayne County Executive Office 
Eli Cooper representing the City of Ann Arbor 
 
The following person sent an e-mail in opposition to HB 5309. 
 
Greg George representing Americans for Prosperity-Michigan 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 1121 - Caswell - Vehicles; agricultural 
equipment; definition of implement of husbandry; expand. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Chad Arnold representing Senator Caswell's office to explain 
substitute H-1 to SB 1121. 
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The following person filled out a testimony card in support of SB 1121 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Jim Miller representing the Michigan Agricultural Business Association 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on SB 1121 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
 Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Rep. Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt the substitute H-1 to SB 1121.  The motion prevailed, the 
vote being 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None,  
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Nathan moved to report out SB 1121, substitute H-1 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Oakes, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 402 - Schuitmaker - Occupations; physicians; 
voluntary reporting to secretary of state patients with conditions that affect ability to operate a 
motor vehicle; allow. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of SB 402 and SB 403 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
Peter Kuhnmuench representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan 
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Rep. Liss moved to report out SB 402 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 11-3-3. 
 
FAVORBLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Liss, 
 
Nays: Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Smiley, 
 
Pass:  Reps. Nathan, Byrum, Oakes. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 403 - Schuitmaker - Traffic control; driver 
license; examination regarding existence of certain medical condition affecting applicant's ability 
to operate safely; revise. 
 
Rep. Glardon moved to report out SB 403 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 11-3-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Liss, 
 
Nays:  Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Smiley, 
 
Pass:  Reps. Nathan, Byrum, Oakes. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5478- Zorn - Traffic control; practice of 
soliciting business at scene of vehicle accident; emergency, or disablement; prohibit, and 
designate as civil infraction. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that HB 5478 was for testimony only at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Zorn to explain HB 5478 and to answer questions by members 
of the Committee on Transportation. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 11:30 a.m.   
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                                                                       ________________________________ 
                                                                        Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair     
 
 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk                                        
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