
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, November 3, 2011               9:30 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Olumba. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2011, meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5107 before the committee: 
 
HB 5107 Pettalia Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Michael Carpenter and Judge Michael Beale, both representing Midland County, testified in 
opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5077 and HB 5078 before the committee: 
 
HB 5077 Scott Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

crime of first degree and second degree child abuse; revise, and 
provide penalties for crimes involving the commission of child abuse 
in the presence of another child. 

  
HB 5078 Scott Crimes; crimes against minors; child abuse penalties; enhance, and 

provide penalties for crimes involving the commission of child abuse 
in the presence of another child. 

 
Representative Scott, Nathalie Iden, from Representative Scott's Office, Rick Calhoun, and Eric 
Calhoun testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5074 and HB 5075 before the committee: 
 
HB 5074 Somerville Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
HB 5075 Pettalia Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
No action was taken on the bills. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5102 and SB 416 before the committee: 



 
 
 

 
HB 5102 Heise Courts; judges; circuit court judgeships; reduce in number, and 

reorganize certain circuits. 
 
SB 416 Caswell Courts; judges; circuit court and district court judges; reduce in 

number. 
 
James V. Young, representing the Sanilac Country Prosecutor's Office, and Judge Donald Teeple, 
representing the 24th Circuit Court, testified in support of HB 5102 and in opposition to SB 416. 
 
Representative Damrow, Judge David Herrington, representing the 73B District Court, and Judge 
David Clabuesch, representing the Huron County Probate Court, testified in opposition to HB 5102. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5104 before the committee: 
 
HB 5104 Somerville Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
Daniel Wood, representing the Bay County Bar Association, Kenneth Malkin, representing Bay 
County, Kurt Asbury, Bay County Prosecutor, and Jan Miner, representing Bay County, testified in 
opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5108 before the committee: 
 
HB 5108 Irwin Courts; judges; probate court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
Representative Kurtz and Judge Michael Nye, representing Hillsdale County, testified in opposition 
to the bill. 
 
The following submitted cards in support of all the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Chad Schmucker, representing the State Court Administrators Office. 
Matt Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court and State Court Administrators Office. 
 
Representative Brown moved to excuse Representative Olumba. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:22 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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