
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                September 11, 2012 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Johnson, Pettalia, 
Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representatives Hughes and Stapleton. 
 
Representative Johnson moved to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to excuse the absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5673, HB 5674, HB 5675 and HB 5676 before the committee. 
 
HB 5673 (Pscholka) Water; quality; strategic water quality initiatives fund; modify grant 

and loan programs. 
 
HB 5674 (Opsommer) Water; quality; state water pollution control revolving fund; modify 

definition of disadvantaged community to be eligible for clean water 
assistance. 

 
HB 5675 (MacGregor) Water; quality; safe drinking water revolving fund; revise designation 

of disadvantaged community and modify points awarded for funding 
priorities. 

 
HB 5676 (Kowall) Water; quality; transfer of money from the Great Lakes water quality 

bond fund; modify distributions. 
 
Representative Pscholka explained the bill package to committee members. Questions and  
discussion followed. 
 
The following testified indicating support for the bill package. 



 
Chuck Hersey, representing the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
Fred Cowles, representing the Michigan Water Environment Association 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for the bill package but did not wish 
to speak. 
 
Maggie Datema, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Adam Stefanick, from Representative Kowall's office 
Ron Brenke, representing the American Council of Engineering Companies 
Jim Miller, representing the City of Grand Rapids 
Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber 
Lance Binoniemi, representing the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
Jason Mancini, representing the Michigan Municipal League 
Gary Owen, representing Washtenaw County 
 
Joseph Rivet (chair) Wetland Advisory Council and Lee Schwartz (Michigan Association of 
Home Builders) gave the committee and overview of the Wetland Advisory Council report. 
Questions and discussion followed. Mr. Rivet also submitted the written report. 
 
Maggie Datema, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality submitted a 
testimony card indicating support of the Wetland Advisory Council report.  MS Datema also 
submitted written material. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair, Representative Foster, 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 9:40 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
September 11, 2012 

________________________________    40 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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