
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                December 4, 2012 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Chair, Representative Foster, requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the 
appointed committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe  and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused: None. 
  

Representative Johnson moved to approve the minutes of the November 27, 2012 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5544 before the committee. 
 
HB 5544 (Foster) Crimes; weapons; prohibitions against carrying certain weapons; 

revise. 
 
Peter O'Rourke, representing himself, testified in support of HB 5544. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to adopt substitute (H-2) for HB 5544. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to report with recommendation HB 5544 as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton, 



 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

HB 5544 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-2) 
 

The Chair laid HB 1206 before the committee. 
 
SB 1206 (Casperson) Environmental protection; solid waste; bulk biosolids of 

exceptional quality; exempt from certain rules concerning 
cumulative loading, management practices, and reporting. 

 
Kendra Everett, representing Tom Casperson's office, explained SB 1206 to the committee. 
 
Maggie Datema, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), 
submitted a testimony card indicating support for SB 1206 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report with recommendation SB 1206. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-0-4 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson and 
Pettalia,  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

SB 1206 reported with recommendation 
 

The Chair laid SB 1008 before the committee. 
 
SB 1008 (Moolenaar) Water; other; groundwater dispute resolution program; restore. 
 
Maggie Datema, representing the DEQ, and Director Jamie Clover Adams, representing the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture Rural Development, testified in support of SB 1008. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1008 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Noel LaPorte, representing the Lansing Board of Water and Light (support) 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association (support) 
Jason Geer, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce (support) 
David Ladd, representing the Michigan Aggregate Association (support) 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (support) 
Matt Smego, representing the Potato Growers of Michigan (support) 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 1008. 
 



The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 1261, SB 1262, SB 1263, SB 1264 and SB 1265 before the committee. 
 
SB 1261 (Hansen) Natural resources; other; Michigan civilian conservation corps; 

modify program and authorize another entity to establish and 
operate a Michigan civilian conservation corps. 

 
SB 1262 (Casperson) Natural resources; other; Michigan civilian conservation corps act; 

modify program and authorize another entity to establish and 
operate a Michigan civilian conservation corps. 

 
SB 1263 (Pavlov) Natural resources; other; Michigan civilian conservation corps; 

modify, and authorize another entity to establish and operate a 
Michigan civilian conservation corps. 

 
SB 1264 (Warren) Natural resources; other; Michigan civilian conservation corps; 

modify program and authorize another entity to establish and 
operate a Michigan civilian conservation corps. 

 
SB 1265 (Green) Natural resources; other; Michigan civilian conservation corps; 

modify, and authorize another entity to establish and operate a 
Michigan civilian conservation corps. 

 
Senator Pavlov explained the bill package with questions and discussion following. 
 
Trevor VanDyke and Ray Fehling, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), testified in support of the bill package. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on the bill package. 
 
Erin Schor, representing the Michigan Community College Association (support) 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (support) 
Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation districts (support) 
Kent Wood, representing MUCC (support) 
Michelle Beloskur, representing the Ingham Conservation District (support) 
 
Representative Huuki moved to report with recommendation SB 1261. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens.  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
  

SB 1261 reported with recommendation 
 
Representative Huuki moved to report with recommendation SB 1262. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens.  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
  

SB 1262 reported with recommendation 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report with recommendation SB 1263. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens.  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
  

SB 1263 reported with recommendation 
 
Representative Haugh moved to report with recommendation SB 1264. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens.  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
  

SB 1264 reported with recommendation 
 
Representative Hughes moved to report with recommendation SB 1265. 



 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens.  
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
  

SB 1265 reported with recommendation 
 
The Chair laid SB 1021 and SB 1022 before the committee. 
 
SB 1021 (Casperson) Property tax; other; payment in lieu of taxes on certain state-owned 

land; increase, and prohibit prorated payments. 
 
SB 1022 (Booher) Property tax; other; payment in lieu of taxes on certain state-owned 

land; revise. 
 
Kendra Everett, representing Senator Casperson's office, testified in support of SB 1021. 
 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, testified in support of SB 1021  
and SB 1022. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1021 and SB 1022 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association (support) 
Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (support) 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 1021. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Haugh. 
 
Representative Huuki moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 1021 (H-1) 
 1. Amend page 2, line 11, after "ACRE" by inserting "ADJUSTED ANNUALLY 
BY 5% OR THE INFLATION REATE, WHICHEV ER IS LESS, WHICH SHALL BE 
DISTRIBUTED AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (5). AS USED IN THIS 
SUBDIVISION,"INFLATION RATE" MEANS THAT TERM AS DEFINED IN 
SECTION 34D OF THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.34D. 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-3 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia and Haugh, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation SB 1021 as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-2-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson and 
Pettalia, 
 Nays: Representatives Haugh and Stapleton, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

SB 1021 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-2) 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 1022. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-3 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia and Haugh, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation SB 1022 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 7-0-4 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

SB 1022 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 

 
 
 
 
The Chair laid SB 1057, SB 1058, SB 1059, SB 1061, SB 1062 and SB 1287 before  



the committee. 
 

SB 1057 (Booher) Natural resources; forests; private forest management; provide 
oversight from the department of agriculture and rural 
development and provide for conservation district assistance to 
owners of forestland. 

 
SB 1058 (Meekhof) Agriculture; other; Michigan agriculture environmental assurance 

program; expand to include lands not utilized for traditional or 
production agriculture such as forest management. 

 
SB 1059 (Booher) Property tax; classification; qualified forest property tax program; 

modify. 
 
SB 1061 (Moolenaar) Natural resources; forests; promotion of forestry and the 

development of the forest products industry in the state; require of 
the departments of agriculture and rural development and natural 
resources. 

 
SB 1062 (Green) Property tax; exemptions; definition of qualified agricultural 

property; revise. 
 
SB 1287 (Booher) Property tax; classification; allocation of qualified forest property 

recapture tax; modify. 
 
Kara Butters, representing Senator Booher' s office, explained the bill package. 
 
Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts, testified in support 
of the bill package. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on the bill package. 
 
Derek Bajema and Rich Harlow, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (neutral on SB 1059) 
Amy Trotter, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (neutral on SB 1059 and 
support the rest of the bill package) 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (support) 
Scott Robbins, representing the Michigan Forest Products Council (support) 
Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass (support) 
Scott Everett, representing the Lake States Lumber Association (support) 
Michelle Beloskur, representing the Ingham Conservation District (support) 
Jerry Grossman, representing Grossman Forestry Co. (oppose SB 1059) 
Justin Miller, representing the Green Timber Consulting Forest (oppose SB 1059) 
Don Wotruba, representing MASB (oppose SB 1059) 
 
The following submitted written comments on parts of the bill package 



 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (SB 1057-1062 and SB 1287) 
Gerald Grossman, Grossman Forestry Company (comments on SB 1057) 
 
Representative Hughes moved to report with recommendation SB 1057. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
  

SB 1057 reported with recommendation 
 

Representative Hughes moved to report with recommendation SB 1058. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
  

SB 1058 reported with recommendation 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 1059. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton and Bledsoe 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Slavens. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation SB 1059 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton 
 Nays: None, 



 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

SB 1059 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 

Representative Hughes moved to report with recommendation SB 1061. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
  

SB 1061 reported with recommendation 
 

Representative Johnson moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for SB 1062. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Stapleton and Bledsoe 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representative Slavens. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report with recommendation SB 1062 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
 

SB 1062 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to report with recommendation SB 1287. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-2 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Stapleton, 
 Nays: None, 



 Pass: Representatives Bledsoe and Slavens. 
  

SB 1287 reported with recommendation 
 

The Chair laid SB 1280 before the committee. 
 
SB 1280 (Casperson) State agencies (existing); natural resources; economic and 

recreational activities on DNR-managed land; require DNR to 
maximize, and impose term limits on natural resources 
commission members. 

 
Kendra Everett, representing Senator Casperson's office, explained SB 1280. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1280 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs (neutral) 
Troy Cumings, representing Graymont and Town 44, LLC (support) 
Trevor VanDyke, representing the DNR (neutral) 

 
Representative Wayne Schmidt moved to report with recommendation SB 1280. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-4-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes and Johnson, 
 Nays: Representatives Haugh, Stapleton, Bledsoe and Slavens, 
 Pass: Representative Pettalia. 
  

SB 1280 reported with recommendation 
 

The Chair laid SB 1238 before the committee. 
 
SB 1238 (Booher) Natural resources; funding; procedures of proposed land 

acquisitions and developments; modify. 
 
The following testified on SB 1238. 
 
Trevor VanDyke, representing the DNR ( neutral) 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (oppose) 
Kent Wood, representing Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) (neutral) 
Julie Stoneman, representing the Heart of the Lakes Center for Land Policy (neutral) 
Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber (support) 

 
 
 
The Chair laid SB 1350 before the committee. 



 
SB 1350 (Casperson) Natural resources; hunting; gray wolf; include in game list and 

authorize hunting season. 
 
Kendra Everett, representing Senator Casperson's office, explained SB 1350. 
 
The following testified on SB 1350 
 
Trevor VanDyke, representing the DNR (support) 
Jim Ballard, representing the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation (support) 
Mike Thorman, representing the UP Bear Houndsman (support) 
Representative McBroom, representing the 108th  House District(support) 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council (oppose) 
Jill Fritz, representing the Human Society of the United States (oppose) 
Ronald Ryskenwicz, representing himself (oppose) 
Nicholas Daum, representing himself (oppose) 
Milton Williams representing himself (oppose) 
Don Hughes, representing himself (oppose) 
Joyce Jonick, representing herself (oppose) 
Italia Millan, representing herself (oppose) 
Gary Dolinshek, representing himself (oppose) 
Margo Miller, representing self (oppose) 
Pam Sordyl, representing herself (oppose) 
Joan Calder, representing herself (oppose) 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau (support) 
Kent Wood, representing the MUCC (support) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on SB 1350 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Roger Thorman, representing the Michigan State Fox Hunters (support) 
Matt Pedigo, representing the Michigan Bear Hunters Association (support) 
Jim Wale, representing the Michigan State Coon Hunter (support) 
Dean Hall, representing the Michigan Bow Hunters Association (support) 
Doug Doherty, representing the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation of Michigan (support) 
Brendan Ringfever, representing the Huron Band of Potawatomi (oppose) 
Noel LaPorte, representing the Gun Lake, Paragon, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
(oppose) 
Sam Boumis, representing the Little River Band of Ottawa (oppose) 
Ron Khoury, representing the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (oppose) 
 
The following submitted written comments 
 
Erin McDonough, representing the MUCC 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Mike Berkowitz, representing the Sierra Club (Michigan Chapter) 
Jill Fritz, representing the Humane Society of the United States 



Italia Millan, representing herself 
Homer Mandoka, representing the Huron Band of the Potawatomi 
 
Representative Hughes offered  the following amendment to SB 1350 
 1. Amend page 8, following line 23, SEC.43540E after  "SUBMIT TO THE 
COMMISSION" by inserting "AND TO THE LEGISLATURE"  
 
Representative Haugh moved to adopt the  amendment to SB 1350. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh and Bledsoe, 
 Nays: None, 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report with recommendation SB 1350 as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-2-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson and Pettalia, 
 Nays: Representatives Haugh and Bledsoe, 
 Pass: Representative Wayne Schmidt. 
 

SB 1350 reported with recommendation as substitute (H-1) 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair, Representative Foster, 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 11:50 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
December 4, 2012 

________________________________    2 hour 50 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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