
 
 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 
on 

Oversight 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Tuesday, May 21, 2013           12:00 Noon             Room 326 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Oversight was called to order by Representative Tom 
McMillin, Chair. 

_____ 
 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives McMillin, Kelly, Leonard, 
and Townsend. (4/6) 
Members absent and excused were Representatives O'Brien and Robinson. (2/6) 
The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

 
_____ 

 
The Chair laid before the committee House Bills 4001 and 4314. 
 
HB 4001 (Shirkey) Civil rights; public records; statewide standards for freedom of 

information act costs; modify.  
 
HB 4314 (McMillin) Civil rights; public records; freedom of information act open 

government commission; create. 
 
Greg Ostrander from Representative Shirkey's office testified in support of HB 4001.  Mr. 
Ostrander explained a proposed substitute (H-1). 
 
Chair McMillin spoke to the committee in support of HB 4314. 
 
Mickey Hirten, representing the Michigan Press Association and the Lansing State Journal, 
testified in support of HB 4001. 
 
Joe Sontag, representing the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan, testified in support of 
HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
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______ 
 
The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of May 7, 2013 as printed. 
 
Representative Kelly moved to adopt the minutes of May 7, 2013 as printed. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

 
______ 

 
The committee returned to testimony on HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
 
Chief Max Garbarino, Hamtramck Police Department, representing the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police, testified in opposition to HB 4001. 
 
Chief David K. Elwell of the Columbia Township Police Department testified with a neutral 
position on HB 4001. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to House Bill 4001: 

1 
The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and 
serving on the committee, voting as follows: 

Yeas:  Representatives McMillin, Kelly, Leonard, and Townsend, (4/6)  
Nays: None.  (0) 

 
The substitute (H-1) was adopted to House Bill 4001. 
 
Chris McCoy, representing herself, testified in support of HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
 
Abigail Elias, representing the City of Ann Arbor, testified in opposition to HB 4001 and HB 
4314. 
 
Robin Luce-Hermann, representing the Michigan Press Association, testified in support of HB 
4001 and HB 4314. 
 
The following submitted cards wishing to speak on HB 4001 and HB 4314 but were unable due 
to time constraints: 
 
Elizabeth White, City of Grand Rapids, in opposition. 
Annie Patnaude, Americans for Prosperity, in support. 
Nikki Brown, Michigan Municipal League, in opposition. 
Dan Ophoft, Kent County, in opposition. 
Judy Allen, Michigan Townships Association, in opposition. 
Herschel Fink, Detroit Free Press, in support. 
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The following submitted testimony cards on HB 4001 and/or HB 4314 but did not wish to speak: 
 
Michigan Association of Broadcasters, in support of HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
Daniel M. Levy, Michigan Department of Civil Rights, neutral on HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
Noah Smith, Michigan Association of Public Employee Retirement Systems, in opposition to HB 
4001. 
Mike Migrin, Michigan State Employees Association, in support of HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
Michigan Association of Counties, in opposition to HB 4001 and HB 4314. 
David Bertram, Michigan State University, in opposition to HB 4314. 
Chris Rodriguez, Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service, in support of HB 4001. 
Robert Davis, Citizens United Against Corrupt Government, in support of HB 4001 and HB 
4314. 
Jennifer Smith, Michigan Association of School Boards, in opposition to HB 4001 as introduced. 
Jean Doss on behalf of James Clift, Michigan Environmental Council, in support of HB 4001 
and HB 4314. 
Kirk Profit from Governmental Consultant Services Inc., representing the University of 
Michigan, on HB 4001 and HB 4314. 

 
_____ 

 
Representative Townsend moved to excuse Representatives O'Brien and Robinson from 
today’s committee meeting. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 
present; Representatives O'Brien and Robinson were excused. 

_____ 
 
There being no other business before the committee; the Chair moved to adjourn the meeting.  
The motion prevailed, the time being 12:55 p.m. 
The committee was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Tom McMillin, Chair  
House Standing Committee on Oversight 
 
 
 
 
____________________________   ______________________________  
Doug Simon, Committee Clerk               Date approved by the committee 
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