FOOD BAMK C

March 4, 2016

Apriculture and Rural Development
Subrommittee of the Standing Connittee on Appropriations
Ruep. Nancy Jenkins, Chair

Dear Committee Membaers:

My e is De. Phil Kmpght, Exeoetive Director of the Food Bank Council of Michigan {(FBCM).
In Michigan we have 7 regional fooed banks that serve 3200 foud pantries in all 83 counties.
I have read with greatinterest the objectives proposed in House Bill 5180, 1am unclear how
these ohjectives will be accomplished without the help of the Foad Bank Counal of Michigan
and onur proven network,

The FBCM is currently piloting two different pprojects that directly address the objectives of
increased food insecurity within identified ‘desert” regions of the state of Michigan. The
Community Foad Clubyin Grand Rapids and the My Neighborhood Mobile Grocery in Detroit.
These two models olfer much promse o achieving the objectives of the campaign and
reachiog e next threshold of food secarvity i Michygan,

One of the reasons hunger is so resistant to o elloets Lo rid our childeen of its crippling
effects is because of the lack of willingness 1o collaborate and a succinet coordination of
clfort. We all have the goal of improving access, particularly access to quality nutritious
footd, But as we consider utilizing public resourves 1o an existing private loan fund, we must
consitler how this advances the mission of creating food secure communities, Some of the
hasie questions thal should be considered are:

o llow does Lhis ensure aceess to valnerable populations?

o What is our expectation foea return oo investment?

e Pricing, education and accountability ol recipienty of the loans are also of & concern,
These are just o fow ol the critical questions tat must be asked as we consider this
approach. ook forward toa meaningful discussion with the committee members, the Heart

Assoctation i those of us who serve in this pursuit of solving hunger in Michigan full time.

Respoectfully,

Dr. Phillip Knight
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