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FY 2021 GOVERNOR’S RECOMMENDATION



Assure the food safety, agricultural, environmental and economic 
interests of the people of the State of Michigan are met through 

service, partnership, and collaboration.

FOOD SAFETY, 
HUMAN & 

ANIMAL HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

EFFICIENT 
EFFECTIVE 

GOVERNMENT

Mission and Key Goals





Licensing and Inspection IT Project Update

• Licensing Portal  
• Available to 48% of licensees by December
• Licensees will be able to apply, manage and 

pay for licenses on-line
• Dairy licensing

• Live on 2/2020
• Renewal on-line capability in year 2
• 3,800 licensees

• Nursery Licensing
• Being constructed
• Scheduled go-live date: 9/3/20
• 5,500 licensees

• Food Service Licensing 
• Finishing statement of work 
• Anticipated go-live date: 12/31/20 
• 46,000 licensees

https://www2.mda.state.mi.us/LPS/login



Licensing and Inspection IT Project Update

• Inspection Systems  
• 29% of inspections on-line by next summer
• Automate inspection process and track 

compliance
• Pesticide Inspections 

• Go-live: 02/2020 

• Nursery Inspections
• Under construction
• Scheduled go-live date: 05/2020

• Feed Inspections 
• Under Construction 
• Scheduled go-live date: 05/2020 

• Food Establishments
• Completing Joint Evaluation Committee
• Final vendor selection in March
• Estimated go-live date: 05/2021

Key Goal: Food Safety, Human and Animal Health



Challenges Faced by the Industry

Weather Conditions Workforce and Housing

Farm Stress Commodity Prices and 
Trade Uncertainty



2019 Weather Disaster Designations 



Historical Weather Disaster Designations
Disaster Declarations for Michigan Counties - 6 Years and Counting



MDARD - Stepping Up to Help Meet Challenges 

• Weather Conditions
• Crop Summit – March 11, 2020

• Convening stakeholders and industry experts to 
plan for 2020 growing season

• Workforce and Housing
• Food and Agriculture Housing Task Force

• Focus exclusive to farm and ag processing 
• Made up of federal, state and industry experts 

• Farm Stress
• PA 154 of 2020 appropriated $500,000 GF

• Sent out request for applications from providers
• Partnering with MSU to provide training to 

MDARD field staff
• Commodity Prices and Trade Uncertainty

• Hemp pilot program and PA 116 solar program



FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

Fiscal Year 2021 
State of Michigan 
Budget Invests In:

• Climate and Water

• Education and Skills

• Health and Families



GF/GP
52.7%

Restricted
36.0%

Federal 
10.9%

Private/IDG 
0.4%

FY 2021 Budget 
by Fund Source

FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

FUNDING SOURCE AMOUNT 

General   
Fund/General 
Purpose (GF/GP)

$63,471,200 

Restricted $43,353,000 

Federal $13,129,500 

Private $71,300 

Interdepartmental 
Grants (IDGs) $324,400 

Total Funding $120,349,400 



FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

Administration/IT
7%

Food and 
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Environmental 
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FY 2021 Funding 
by Program Area

PROGRAM AREA AMOUNT 

Food & Dairy Safety $23,012,400

Animal Health $9,694,700 

Plant Health $16,541,400 

Environmental 
Stewardship/
Migrant Labor 
Housing/Drains

$31,093,900 

Laboratory $17,842,400 

Ag Development $9,444,800

Fairs and Racing $3,669,200

Administration/IT $9,050,600

Total Funding $120,349,400 



FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP)

• Federal, state and local government coordination 
• USDA, MDARD, EGLE, DNR, local conservation districts 

• Target high-priority conservation concerns in key 
watersheds around the state

• Western Lake Erie Basin, River Raisin, Saginaw Bay, Lake Macatawa

• Support incentives to increase participation
• 100% reimbursement for installation of  conservation practices
• Annual land rental payments to maintain enrolled acres

• $10.0 Million GF/GP One-time 
• Leverages up to $250 million in federal funding

• $600,000 GF/GP On-going
• Support outreach, education, technical assistance and research

Key Goal: Environmental Sustainability



FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

Feed and Fertilizer Tonnage Program

• Ensure compliance with Michigan laws  
• Training and assistance so companies only pay 

what they owe
• Create a level playing field between in and out of 

state companies

• Estimated $500,000 in uncollected revenue
• $0.5 million restricted funding

• 4.0 FTEs

Key Goal: Food Safety, Human and Animal Health



FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

Captive Cervid Program Enhancement
• Implement new certification requirements 

included in PA 132 of 2019
• Requires all licensed facilities to participate in 

herd certification program
• All intrastate movement will require a 

movement permit
• New TB testing requirement for certain herds

• Expanded certification will improve 
traceability of CWD in private licensed 
facilities

• $76,900 GF/GP
• 1.0 FTE

Key Goal: Food Safety, Human and Animal Health



FY 2021 MDARD Executive Recommendation 

$5.0 MILLION IN GF/GP REDUCTIONS

FY 2020: $1.0 million programmatic reductions

FY 2021: $4.0 million Food & Agriculture Investment Program



Michigan Agriculture Magazine

Check out the Michigan 
Agriculture Magazine at 
www.miagriculture.com



Questions?

@MichDeptofAg

@MIDeptofAgriculture

@MichiganAgriculture

Michigan Department
of Agriculture & Rural 
Development

Michigan Department
of Agriculture & Rural 
Development

https://www.linkedin.com/company/michigan-department-of-agriculture-&-rural-development/
https://www.facebook.com/MIDeptofAgriculture/
https://twitter.com/MichDeptofAg
https://www.instagram.com/michiganagriculture/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MIagriculture
https://twitter.com/MichDeptofAg
https://www.facebook.com/MIDeptofAgriculture/
https://www.instagram.com/michiganagriculture/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MIagriculture
https://www.youtube.com/user/MIagriculture
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