Comments for the House Transportation Committee
on MDOT’s Road Diets Program, May 9, 2012

Mr. Chairman and Committee members, thanks for letting me comment on this MDOT program.

The National Motorists Association (NMA) believes the Road Diets program to reduce four lane roads to
three lanes, plus possibly bike lanes, is one available transportation design for modest volume roads. But
Road Diets applied in the wrong places, or without due consideration of the possible negatives for most
regular road users, can cause serious problems of delays, back ups at the funnel points, and possible
diversion of traffic to lesser area roads that cannot properly handle significantly increased traffic volumes.

The NMA and many prominent Ann Arbor area citizens are very concerned about a Road Diets proposal
for Jackson Avenue in Ann Arbor, a part of Business Route I-94. This is downtown Ann Arbor’s main
commuting and commercial traffic route to and from the west. It has an average daily traffic (ADT) of
15,500 vehicles which is expected to grow to 18,000 in future years.

MDOT’s own final report #RC-1555 on Road Diets says they can result in significant traffic delays when
the ADT exceeds 10,000, and more importantly when peak hour volumes exceed 1,000 vehicles.

In addition to the volume cautions, we are very concerned that the process of approving this project for
Jackson Avenue deliberately did NOT collect input from most of those affected. The city of Ann Arbor
and MDOT invited a small group of residents along Jackson Avenue to a neighborhood meeting. Only 33
people signed the attendance sheet and, not surprisingly with the carefully-narrow invitation list, most
were in favor. MDOT got a very false impression that the entire community would favor the project.

Those outside the narrow invitation list, including virtually all commuters and commercial drivers plus
those in other neighborhoods, were blindsided by the AnnArbor.com article about the project. The paper
got hundreds of comments, most of them negative. The Brighton TSC received dozens of emails from
residents and regular commuters, most of them negative. Many of us sincerely believe that Road Diets
applied to Jackson Avenue will lead to gridlock at rush hours and inappropriate traffic diversions.

MDOT needs a formal policy to absolutely require more than one genuinely-public meeting for any
Road Diets proposal on a state trunkline, with good advance publicity to insure the attendees
represent a fair cross section of all those affected. The Jackson Avenue proposal in Ann Arbor was
quickly and quietly done ‘“under the radar” and we feel that was wrong. All such projects on state
trunklines must be done with full public input from all those concerned before being approved.

Respectfully submitted,
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