
Low-Income Rental Housing Concerns and 
Opportunities in Michigan 

Presentation to Michigan House 
Housing Subcommittee

J i m  S c h a a f s m a ,  H o u s i n g  A t t o r n e y

M i c h i g a n  P o v e r t y  L a w  P r o g r a m

F e b r u a r y  8 ,  2 0 2 4



The Michigan Poverty Law Program (MPLP) provides support services statewide 
for local legal aid programs and other poverty law advocates. MPLP engages in 
systemic advocacy to help alleviate barriers that low-income people face. 
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The continuing eviction risk



Possible rental housing policy responses
( increasing supply) 

• Increasing units/supply (and preserving existing low-income units)
• Homelessness (and Eviction) are Housing Problems
• Michigan Housing Plan goal – 75,000 new units by 2027

• Creatively rethinking traditional housing policy (e.g., zoning policy, 
permissible housing types) 

• Permanent funding for ERA and Housing First programs

https://www.michigan.gov/mshda/-/media/Project/Websites/mshda/developers/housing-plan/MISHP-Summary-Feb-2022.pdf?rev=6f5d2bd406ae48fa81dadb65bab3a64e&hash=13DB5C9AE5EB84AACEBFDC7E19D1D4C2


Possible rental housing policy responses 
( increasing opportunities)

• Source of income protections (SB 205-207)

• Eviction record sealing-expungement (HB 5238)

• Fair chance (HB 4878)

• Management of rental application process 



Possible rental housing policy responses 
(tenant protections)

• Limiting gratuitous/junk fees and charges beyond rent (see SB 661)

• Limits on other practices such as force-placed renter’s insurance and 
e-payment mandates and charges

• Eviction process related, incl Right to Counsel (HB 5237)

• Security deposits, incl alternatives 

• For tenant organizing 

• For mobile home park residents (see SBs 486-490/HB 5157-5161) 

• For domestic violence survivors
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