
$1.7 MILLION
H.B. 4706 CUT
FROM Michigan

VETERANS



INTRODUCTION
House Bill (H.B.) 4706 eliminated the essential and effective Veteran
Engagement Officer (VEO) program from the MVAA, removing the "boots on the
ground" outreach for Michigan's veterans.

The VEO program was a highly effective, low-cost model that placed 11 specialized
advocates (contractors, not FTEs; only 675 hours each for FY25 and 832 hours each for
FY26)—the "boots on the ground"—across Michigan's ten Strategic Regions. The program
was designed to develop and sustain a service model that ensured ease of access to
federal, state, and community resources for Michigan’s veterans.

Outreach & Identification

Last Mile Navigation

Crisis Accessibility

VEO FUNCTIONS
ELIMINATED BY THE CUTS

Isolated veterans are never
found. Those with denied claims
(like John in Ionia County) miss
critical appeal deadlines.

WHY IT MATTERS

Specialized Connection

Service Organization
Support - Burden Shift

Assisting veterans with
transportation across county
lines to specialty medical
appointments is eliminated.

The crucial access available
outside of standard government
business hours is gone, leaving
veterans stranded after 5 PM.

The ability to connect a hesitant
female veteran with a female
VSO, which builds trust and
secures claims, is lost.

County VSOs and Veteran Service
Organizations (American Legion,
VFW, etc.) are left "holding the
bag." They are now forced to
absorb a specialized outreach
burden without adequate funding
or full awareness this is now
their job.

THE HUMAN
COST:

VETERANS
MICHIGAN

LEFT
BEHIND

The Problem: A $1.7 Million Budget Cut



GDX DATA FY24
money paid to MI
veterans by VA

FY25 MI
Connected Vets

(123,840)

FY26 MI
Connected Vets

(131,320)

Boilerplate
Goal

Indirect Benefits $3,315,524 24% 28% 90%

Direct Benefits $3,366,686 -- -- --

Totals $6,682,210
Per veteran:

$53.96
Est. amount:
$7,085,819

Est. amount:
$22,775,847

Projected
Increase

-- -- $403,609 $16,093,637

More Connected Veterans = More Dollars for Michigan

When a veteran is successfully connected to
their earned federal benefits, that money
flows directly into Michigan's economy. The
VEO program was a critical component in
successfully driving this revenue.

Goal: The state aims for 90% of
veterans to be connected to services.
The VEO program increased
connectivity by 4% from FY25 to the
beginning of FY26. We were on the
right track.

MICHIGAN PROFITS FROM
CONNECTING VETERANS
The Financial Reality



DMVA MVAA

FY25 Gross appropriations: $275,904,100 35.4% 9.5%

FY26 Gross appropriations: $290,166,300 34.1% 8.5%

State spending per veteran via MVAA FY26 ($20,577,500/469,000) $43.88

Spending per National Guard member FY26 ($98,812,600/12,000) $8,245.56

Department shows a $14 Million increase, however Agency budget lost $1,755,000

FOR MICHIGAN VETERANS
Current Funding
(including Admin, County Grants, Veteran Service Grants, Trust Fund Grants, Trust Fund Admin)

FY25 Gross appropriations for MVAA: $22,332,500
FY26 Gross appropriations for MVAA: $20,577,500
(SFA HB4706 10/22/2025)

By restoring the VEO program, Michigan will take strides to connect its
veterans to the benefits they have earned.  Cutting this program is not
fiscal discipline—it is forfeiting millions in earned revenue for the state.

Cut of $1,755,000 to MVAA for FY26



We are seeking your leadership to find
a quiet solution to restore VEO funding
and outreach immediately.

This restoration must be secured via a
supplemental bill, paired with a
structural solution to ensure the
state’s moral and economic
commitment to our service members
never falls short.

Restore The Funding
THE ASK:

RESTORING VEO FUNDING

MICHIGAN
VETERANS

ENSURES

STAY AND
THRIVE
HERE With your help and support, we can

keep our veterans here and make
Michigan a desirable state for all
veterans.

Work product of A. S. Hillman, USMC veteran 
Handout designed by A. N. Hillman


