What DEQ is Doing
to Address PFAS




What are PFAS?

Perﬂuoroalkyl and polyfluoroalky substances (PFAS) are a suite of chemicals

used in thousands of applications throughout industry. They are Incredibly

How is PFAS Regulated?

State groundwater Clean-up criteria {protective for drinking water} established

er Part 201 has been set at 70 parts per trillion (ppt) for 3 combination of
perfluorooctanoic acig (PFOA) and perﬂuorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS), which
are two of the mare prevalent compounds within the suite of PFAS,
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What Industries Can Do About It
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Remediation and Clean-up Efforts
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Air Deposition

As confirmed in other states, some PFAS can be released into the air and
deposited to water bodies through atmospheric deposition. When PFAS has
been phased out in applications, there may continue to be releases because
these chemicals have been known to stick to ductwork. Because of this, the DEQ
Air Quality Division (AQD) is engaged in identifying sources that have historically
used, or are currently using, PFAS-containing materials. The AQD is working with
regulated sources to encourage and verify material substitutions. The AQD also
has established health-based levels for new releases of specific PFAS to air.

Waste Management and Radiological
Protection Information

Proper disposal of PFAS-containing material is in development. As methods are
developed, industries will be informed through the Michigan Manufacturers
Association and other communications from the MDEQ. Current guidance
for PFAS containing material is to store on site in secondary containment to
prevent spills.

Surface Water Protection

The Water Resources Division (WRD) is working to, protect water quality
and public health from PFAS contamination by monitoring select lakes and
streams for PFAS based on known data and the presence of likely sources of
PFAS, including air force bases, metal finishers, landfills, and other potential
sources. The WRD is sampling wastewater treatment plants and industries
that discharge directly to surface waters believed to have elevated PFAS
concentrations. Elevated PFAS results obtained through these efforts will
trigger follow-up actions. For industries that discharge to the sanitary sewer,
the WRD will use the requirements of the Industrial Pretreatment Program to
identify industrial sources in their collection system. As industrial sources of
PFAS are identified, the WRD will work in conjunction with the municipality and
the industry to identify PFAS within industrial processes and eliminate them.
Potential contamination of industrial storm water runoff with PFAS will also
be evaluated for these sources. The WRD is also working with industry and
trade associations, to the extent possible, to identify sources and afternatives
to products containing PFAS as well as educating stakeholders about PFAS.
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Further information regarding PFAS can be found
online at the following websites:

State of Michigan Efforts, Identified Sites of
Contamination and Educational Material

www.michigan.gov/pfasresponse

EPA Information and Efforts
www.epa.gov/pfas

Michigan's Enviranmenta! Justice Folicy promotes the fair, non-discriminatory treatment
and meaningfu! involvement of Michigan's residents regarding the development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental faws, regulations, and policies by
this stale, Fair, non-discriminatory treatment intends that no group of people, including
racial, ethnic, or low-income populations, will bear a disproportionately greater burden
resulting from environmental laws, regulations. policies, and decision-making. Meaningful
invelvement of residents ENSUres an appropriate opportunity to participate in decisions
about a proposed gctivity that will affect their environment and/or heaith,
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