Afterschool Is a Game Changer

Strengthening Our
Future Workforce

Afterschool and summer learning is a smart
investment in Michigan’s economy and future
generations. Programs engage young people

in enriching learning experiences, give them
opportunities to explore careers, expose them to
growing industries, and help them realize their
full potential.
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and their parents work an average of 42 hours a week.
Afterschool programs close the child care gap by providing

a safe place for youth to go when schools let out and parents
are still working. Working parents need reliable, affordable
options for their school-age kids so they can have peace of
mind and be productive on the job.

S||13S UonEedIUNWIWOD

Afterschool and summer learning
programs provide scaled
opportunities for students to gain
foundational skills that employers
desire in their future hires.
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https://growingmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-12-14-GMTC-Final-Report-2.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Michigan/benefits
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/sass/tables/sass0708_035_s1s.asp
https://www.bls.gov/sae/tables/annual-average/table-3-average-hours-and-earnings-of-production-employees-on-manufacturing-payrolls-by-state.htm

Michigan businesses need a talented workforce
with skills in STEM

Today’s students are our future leaders, and we need to ensure

they have the skills required to tackle the problems of tomorrow.
Investing in afterschool will help our kids prepare for future jobs
and connect them with opportunities that will encourage them to
stay in Michigan and build a prosperous economy for all of us.

Afterschool programs can help!

® Afterschool STEM programs engage students in hands-on
experiences and real-world projects that give them extra time to
question, tinker, learn, and explore STEM topics.

Afterschool STEM programs boost students’ proficiency in math
and science, increase their likelihood of graduation, and put
them on the path to pursuing a career in the STEM fields.

Afterschool STEM in Michigan Michigan Needs More Afterschool!

Quality afterschool STEM programs across Michigan are helping  There is no more important time to strengthen supports for

young people gain STEM skills and inspire future careers in
growing industries. Among Michigan students who participated
in an afterschool STEM program:

Michigan families. But more than 750,000 children are missing
out on life-changing afterschool opportunities because our state
has never had enough programs for all the families who want

-, - . and need them.
° made positive gains in science career knowledge

Afterschool and summer learning programs are an essential
partner in Michigan’s education system, and we need a
sustainable funding solution to ensure that every child who
wants to participate has the opportunity.

gained interest in science careers
increased interest in science

increased in “science identity”—a personal belief that
he/she can succeed at science

Afterschool provides a solid return on investment.
Research shows that every $1 invested in afterschool
programs saves at least $3 by:
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0 Increasing kids’ earning potential

increased perseverance and critical thinking skills

These programs have given me the
opportunity to express my passion
for creating and inventing. | want
to become a biomedical engineer
because | like the science and

technology behind the medical field.”

e Improving kids’ performance at school

DAKOTA, AGE 14, Girls in Engineering & Million Girls
Moonshot, Pontiac

a Reducing crime and juvenile delinquency
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https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/AfterschoolSTEMImpacts2016.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e45463_e14ee6fac98d405e950c66fe28de9bf8.pdf
http://afterschoolalliance.org/AA3PM/data/geo/Michigan/demand
mailto:admin%40miafterschool.org?subject=
http://miafterschool.org
https://afterschool.nptoolkit.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2020/03/AA-Challenge-Workforce-One-Pager-1.pdf

