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May 25, 2010

Michigan House of Representatives
Michigan House Transportation Committee
State of Michigan

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, Ml 48909-7514

RE: COMPLETE STREETS
HB 6151 and 6152

Dear Committee Members:

| am unable to attend your public comment session on the COMPLETE
STREETS House Bill Numbers 6151 and 6152 but want to express my desire as
a resident and certified zoning administrator that the committee takes a favorable
action to move this proposed legislation to a consideration for complete law for
COMPLETE STREETS. ,

I am an advocate for livable communities, healthy environments, complete
streets, and multi-use pathways all of which create a sustainable quality place to
work, live, and play. We need to have streets and roads (for more than just
vehicular use), from right-of-way to right-of-way, able to facilitate use by all users,
the young, aged, handicap, and anyone who needs to actively use the street and
associated facilities along the street for daily life choices.

There is economic gain for communities and states that plan and build
roads for all users and there can be a reduction in maintenance costs for streets
that are constructed properly, as well. Planning and building a COMPLETE
STREET is not a difficult task nor does it have to be a costly one. If people make
good choices in their preliminary program planning, they can incorporate items
which make a complete street fully effective and safe for all users. We, as a
state, need to change the mind set of designers and communities or we will be
left behind the rest of the states who are being proactive. We, MICHIGAN, need
to position ourselves to attract new business and keep the brain trust here.
Facilities, such as complete streets, will aid in this endeavor.

The consideration of making a street complete is not just through a total
reconstruct but can be accomplished through road diets and resurface projects,
too. A COMPLETE STREET does not have to cost more money in all cases. If
you proactively plan a COMPLETE STREET from the concept and beginning of
the program development, the cost can be zero or very little compared to a non-

complete street.
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