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Prisoner Faith/Religious Preferences 
 

 
*Faith/religious programming varies among the different facilities depending on prisoner population and classification levels. 

 
 

 
Source: Summary of Michigan Department of Corrections Statistical Reports; Offender Management Network Information; Corrections Management Information System; Special 
Activities Coordinator; Office of Program Services 

 

Faith/Religious Preferences 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Asatru/Odinism     650 578 546 508 499 521 520 511 507 
Atheism 46 51 75 80 74 71 70 72 84 92 63 72 52 
Buddhism 1,287 1,453 1,436 1,416 1,321 1,232 1,209 1,129 1,007 971 864 834 799 
Catholicism 4,171 3,990 4,106 4,177 4,218 4,061 3,820 3,635 3,576 3,512 3,086 2,946 2,908 
Hare Krishna 2 4 4 5 14 20 13 15 14 9 6 2 3 

Jehovah’s Witness 722 685 644 628 644 678 681 647 646 599 535 466 443 
Judaism 799 811 774 779 682 653 584 583 565 579 552 570 587 
Melanic 1 3 3 2          
Morrish Science Temple 2,445 2,452 2,315 2,227 2,475 2,519 2,468 2,406 2,320 2,208 2,068 1,921 1,852 
Islam 1,749 1,775 1,738 1,788 2,090 2,131 2,137 2,163 2,320 2,385 2,528 2,512 2,662 

Nation of Islam 2,261 2,291 2,093 2,053 2,543 2,726 2,782 2,847 2,803 2,640 2,631 2,595 2,716 
Native American Traditional  1,034 979 903 877 1,013 1,085 1,068 990 987 939 871 819 961 
Protestantism 20,101 18,846 18,402 18,011 18,499 18,425 17,842 16,967 16,616 15,759 13,414 12,348 12,221 
Scientology 27 20 26 36 57 51 57 57 51 51 45 42 28 
Seventh Day Adventist 419 398 406 445 495 491 457 420 434 395 364 333 374 

Wicca     326 373 370 359 422 403 405 416 466 
All Other Faiths/Religions 3,003 3,041 3,151 2,932 1,144 948 916 865 771 822 700 681 849 
No Preference 5,686 5,303 5,901 6,088 5,222 4,745 4,502 4,263 4,025 4,439 3,474 3,423 3,350 
Unknown Faith 360 802 1,617 2,160 1,892 1,841 1,600 1,740 1,621 1,729 1,500 1,695 1,596 
Total 44,113 42,904 43,594 43,704 43,359 42,628 41,122 39,666 38,761 38,053 33,626 32,186 32,374 

http://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/

