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October 24, 2023

RE: House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services Meeting on Opioid
Settlements

Rep. Christine Morse

Chair

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services
Room 352, Capitol Building

Lansing, MI 48933

Dear Chair Morse and Members of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human
Services:

The Michigan Association of Counties (MAC) understands that the Subcommittee on Health and
Human Services will hear presentations on opioid settlements. MAC has worked diligently to
provide technical assistance and support to counties as they plan, and spend, their opioid settlement
funds. MAC has created a toolkit for local spending, resource center, resource library, local
government learning community, and numerous other resources for use by local governments.

With great focus on transparency of where settlement funds are being used, this letter is intended to
share about plans for local reporting. Early in 2023, MAC began work on a dashboard and local
government survey to better understand readiness for spending of opioid settlement funds. MAC’s
Opioid Settlement Resource Center website houses the dashboard which provides an overview of the
settlements with estimated funds by county, provision of technical assistance by county, as well as
the data collected through the readiness assessment. Since January 2023, MAC has expressed to
counties a plan to collect annual data on use of settlement funds for purposes of opioid remediation
and intends to share data collected on the dashboard.

In June 2023, MAC was awarded a grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies to move forward with
advocacy associated with incentivizing reporting at the local level and issued the following statement
outlining their efforts:

MAC has been awarded funding by Bloomberg Philanthropies for purposes of advancing harm reduction advocacy programs in Michigan. MAC will partner with
Public Sector Consultants and McCall Hamilton on this project. One major component of the grant is a partnership with McCall Hamilton to advocate for funding to
incentivize reporting on settiement dollar spending on the local level across the state. MAC intends to release a voluntary annual survey to county governments to
identify where opioid settlement funds are being used and this incentive would increase participation to ensure a broader picture of the impact of funds as well as
increased public transparency through utilization of the MAC Opioid Settiement Dashboard. MAC is grateful to its partners and Bloomberg Philanthropies for this
opportunity.


https://micounties.org/wp-content/uploads/Michigan-Opioid-Settlement-Funds-Toolkit-2.pdf
https://micounties.org/opioid-settlement-resource-center/
file:///C:/Users/Amy/MAC%20Dropbox/Amy%20dolinky/PC%20(2)/Documents/michiganassociationofcountiesmainoffice-5.3.5571-windows-installer.msi
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Technical Assistance Requests by Month Map of MAC Technical Assistance Engagement
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Data captured from Opioid Settlement

MAC Opioid Settlement: Stakeholder Engagement i ema vz

Technical Assistance |l INNERGRGEmEnt Strategies

Does your county plan to have a community-inclusive needs assessment or Stakeholders Expected to be Engaged
strategic planning process?
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Data captured from Opioid Settlement
Baseline Assessment March/April 2023
36% (30/83) of counties responded

Technical Assistance Engagement Strategies
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MAC Opioid Settlement: Management of Funds i macymion

36% (30/83) of counties responded

Technical Assistance Engagement Strategies
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Data captured from Opioid Settlement

MAC Opioid Settlement: Monitoring Investments i s

36% (30/83) of counties responded

Engagement Strategies

Investment decisions made

Additional information coming soon:

-Areas of investment
-Links to public-facing plans and reports
- Strategies

Dashboard will be updated as surveys are administered by MAC
Surveys are expected to be administered annually at the end of the calendar year

Resources

Michigan Opioid Settlement Funds Toolkit: A Guide for Local Spending

MAC Settlement Resource Library,
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