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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno.

The Chair requested attendance to be called:
Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus.
Absent: None.
Excused: None.

Representative VanWoerkom made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from August 19,
2025. There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

Representative Farhat testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Arab
Community Center for Economic and Social Services to rehabilitate and expand the ACCESS
Innovation Center. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Farhat testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Michigan Professional Firefighters Union to organize a functional training seminar for
professional firefighters across the state. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Farhat testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters and Millwrights to support the Schools to Tools
Mobile Field Trip program. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Martus testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Sheet
Metal Workers Local 7 to support expansion of its Apprenticeship Training Centers. Questions
and discussions followed.

Representative Mentzer testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the City
of Mount Clemens to support lead service line replacements. Questions and discussions
followed.

Representative Miller testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the City of
Romulus Fire Department to support replacement of a Pumper Fire Engine. Questions and
discussions followed.



Representative Xiong testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the City of
St. Clair Shores to support library operation funding. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Conlin testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Freedom
River to establish the Freedom River Wellness Center. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Young testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for
Brightmoor Connection to support the food pantry. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Morgan testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Treeline Conservancy to support construction of the Treeline Trail. Questions and discussions
followed.

At 12:55 PM, the Chair laid the committee at case.
At 3:27 PM, the Chair called the committee back to order.

Representative Longjohn and Representative Rogers testified in support of a legislatively
directed spending item for the City of Portage to support stormwater flooding prevention.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Arbit testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Cass Lakeside Community Association to support Algonquin Avenue Bridge Repair. Questions
and discussions followed.

Representative Tsernoglou testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for
Ingham County to support Lake Lansing Dam repairs. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Brixie approached to answer questions from committee members.

Representative Wooden testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Greater Grand Rapids Chamber Foundation to support a complex care housing initiative.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Brixie testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
City of Mason Fire Department to support tanker and equipment replacements. Questions and
discussions followed.

Representative Hope and Dr. Sue Wheeler testified in support of a legislatively directed spending
item for the Lansing School District to support Don Johnson Fieldhouse renovations. Questions
and discussions followed.

Representative Wilson testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority to support replacement of the Cross Street Bridge.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Wilson and Peri Stone-Palmquist, LMSW, MPP testified in support of a
legislatively directed spending item for the Student Advocacy Center to support the Student
Advocacy Hotline. Questions and discussions followed.



Representative Wilson testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Ypsilanti Historical Society to support a roof replacement. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Brenda Carter testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for
Lighthouse Michigan to support campus expansion and renovations. Questions and discussions
followed.

Representative Scott testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Focus:
HOPE to support the nonprofit and its programs. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Tate and Jeanine Hatcher testified in support of a legislatively directed spending
item for Genesis Harbor of Opportunities Promoting Excellence to support expanding their senior
center. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Tate testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Diversified
Community Services to support juvenile justice and diversion programs for at risk youth in the
Detroit/Wayne County area. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Fitzgerald testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Special Olympics of Michigan to support program expansion. Questions and discussions
followed.

Representative Koleszar testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Schoolcraft College to support the development of the Masonry Apprenticeship Center.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Pohutsky testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Southeastern Michigan to support expanding their BEST program and
site expansion. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Pohutsky testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
City of Livonia to support construction of a non-motorized path bridge on Stark Road over 1-96.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Pohutsky testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for
Livonia Public Schools to support school infrastructure. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Pohutsky testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
City of Livonia to support rebuilding of the Rotary Park pavilion. Questions and discussions
followed.

Representative Grant testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Mel Trotter
Ministries to support the workforce housing development program’s construction of a tiny home
village. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Snyder testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Muskegon County to support blight removal of the Shaw Walker building for house
development. Questions and discussions followed.



Representative Snyder testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Beyond
Basics to support its literacy intervention programs. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative McFall testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Hazel Park Fire Department to support purchase of a new ladder fire truck. Questions and
discussions followed.

Representative Liberati testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Allen Park Fire Department to support purchase of a new fire truck. Questions and discussions
followed.

Julius Lovill, representing the Office of Representative Herzberg, testified in support of a
legislatively directed spending item for the City of Wayne to support accessibility construction
improvements Atwood Park. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Hoskins testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
City of Lathrup to support a water main replacement. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative McKinney testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for
buildOn to support expansion of their Detroit Service-Learning Program. Questions and
discussions followed.

Representative McKinney testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Michigan Black Business Alliance to support general funding and expansion of the organization.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative McKinney testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for
SAY Detroit to support expanding program services.

Representative McKinney testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
Michigan Avenue Innovation Network to support a comprehensive study on the building of a
Technology Study Corridor. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Byrnes and Representative Myers-Phillips testified in support of a legislatively
directed spending item for the Wayne Metro Community Action Agency to support essential
infrastructure upgrades and shelter services. Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Byrnes testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for HYPE
Athletics to support their literacy and reading access program. Questions and discussions
followed.

Representative Alexander testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the City
of Harbor Beach to support expansion of the North Park Campground. Questions and discussions
followed.

Representative Aragona and Representative St. Germaine testified in support of a legislatively
directed spending item for Maggie's Wigs 4 Kids to support operations. Questions and
discussions followed.



Representative Frisbie and Sheriff Steven Hinkley testified in support of a legislatively directed
spending item for the Calhoun County Sheriff's Office to support purchase of taser replacements.
Questions and discussions followed.

Representative Kuhn testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Troy School
District to support Smith Middle School entrance roadway and traffic improvements. Questions
and discussions followed.

Dave Biswas, representing the Office of Representative Lightner, and Rick Murdock testified in
support of a legislatively directed spending item for the National Kidney Foundation of Michigan
to support funding the CKD prevention and awareness campaign. Questions and discussions
followed.

Bryanna Vitale, representing the Office of Speaker Pro Tempore Smit, and Chris Yatooma
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the New Foster Care to support
apartment complex construction for young adults aging out of foster care. Questions and
discussions followed.

Representative VanWoerkom testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the
National Council of Dementia Minds to support general program operations. Questions and
discussions followed.

There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting
at 6:07 PM.
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