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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative Robinson made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from October 1, 2025. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Tisdel and Tom Kelly, representing Automation Alley, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for Automation Alley's Project Diamond, a distributed 
advanced-manufacturing ecosystem. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Caroline Hurteau, representing INNOVATE Albion, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for INNOVATE Albion to support completion 
of an accessibility project. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kelly and Jack Elsey, representing the Michigan Educator Workforce Initiative, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Michigan Educator 
Workforce Initiative to support educator workforce programs. Questions and discussions 
followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt and Lenny Avery, representing Target Alpena Development Corporation, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for regional development 
infrastructure through Target Alpena. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt and Dr. Don MacMaster, representing Alpena Community College, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Next Generation 
Climbing Range for Alpena Community College's line worker program. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Schmaltz and Juan Zapata, representing Jackson County Airport, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for establishing an aviation maintenance 
technician trade school in Jackson County. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Thomas Burke and Margaux Dever, both representing Save Our 
Youth Help Them Prosper, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a 
youth career mentorship program through Save Our Youth Help Them Prosper. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Kelly Kofflin, representing The Shop Rat Foundation, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for equipment purchases at The Shop Rat 
Foundation. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 11:51 AM. 
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