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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative VanWoerkom made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from February 18, 
2026. There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.  
 
Representative Glanville and Stacy Stout, representing Blandford Nature Center, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for redevelopment of the Blandford Farm 
Classroom Building. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Fairbairn and Scott Smith, representing Lake Superior State University, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for upgrades to electrical and data protection 
systems at Lake Superior State University. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Fairbairn and Dr. David Finley, representing North Central Michigan College, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for dental hygiene program facilities 
at North Central Michigan College. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nikki Devitt, representing the Petoskey Chamber and the Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance, 
submitted a testimony card in support of a legislatively directed spending item for North Central 
Michigan College, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Martin and Joel Arnold, representing Communities First, Inc., testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item for the Communities First, Inc. Family Mobility Savings 
Program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Roth and Warren Call, representing Traverse Connect, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for Traverse Connect to address graduate retention and other 
workforce issues. Questions and discussion followed.  
 



 
Representative Schmaltz and Amanda Loveland, representing Jackson School of the Arts, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for tuition assistance at Jackson 
School of the Arts. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Bill Coderre, representing Junior Achievement, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to support financial literacy and career readiness 
programs through Junior Achievement. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Witwer and Doug Pennington and Dr. Sean Williams, both representing Future 
Farmers of America, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Future 
Farmers of America program through Eaton Regional Education Service Agency. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting 
at 11:54 AM. 
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