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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative VanWoerkom made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 9, 2026. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Ryan Hundt, Jessica Topp, and Shamar Herron, all representing Michigan Works!, presented on 
Michigan Works! programs and FY 2026-27 budget priorities. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Eric Dean, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Bradley Slagh, and Justin Stadt, 
representing Georgetown Charter Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support the township's purchase of a fire engine. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Beson and Treasurer Karen Snyder, representing Garfield Township, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to rebuild the township's fire barn and to 
purchase replacement fire equipment following damage incurred during a structure fire. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Michael Armitage, representing the Calhoun County Consolidated 
Dispatch Authority, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for emergency 
communication equipment in Calhoun County. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Chief Gary Ott, representing the Clarence Township Fire Department, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the department's purchase 
of a fire engine. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 11:39 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 



 
At 11:44 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Rogers and Manager Malcolm Hankins and Ryan Tibbets, both representing the 
City of Kalamazoo, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to update the 
Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety's alerting system. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 11:51 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 4:35 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Martin and John O'Brien, representing the Genesee County Drain Commissioner,  
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for installation of a dewatering, 
storage, and truck transfer station for biosolids. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Martus and John O'Brien, representing the Genesee County Drain Commissioner, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the installation of fermenter 
equipment. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Joseph Stevenson, representing the Office of State Representative Joseph Aragona, and Mark 
Davidoff, representing the Michigan Israel Business Accelerator (MIBA), testified in support of 
a legislatively directed spending item for the MIBA. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Johnsen and Commissioner David Jackson, representing Barry County, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item to construct a new facility that would contain 
a jail, sheriff's department offices, and an emergency operations center. Questions and discussion 
followed.  
 
Representative Schmaltz and Chief Christopher Simpson, representing the City of Jackson Police 
Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 
department's purchase of two traffic patrol vehicles. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting 
at 5:06 PM. 
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