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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 3:53 PM Room 307, House Office 

Building 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative Martus made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 16, 2026. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Bierlein; Manager Brandy Federspiel, representing Tittabawassee Township; and 
Chief Phil Shaver, representing the Tittabawassee Township Fire Department, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the predevelopment phase of the 
Administration & Public Safety Center optimization project in Tittabawassee Township. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt and Sgt. Earl Manuel, representing the Cheboygan County Sheriff's Office, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to replace an outboard motor on a 
Cheboygan County Sheriff's Office marine patrol vessel. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Harris and Chief Matthew Nye, representing the Waterford Regional Fire 
Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction 
of a modern regional fire station in Waterford Township. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Hoadley and Manager JoAnna Morin, representing Pinconning Township, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Northern Bay 
Ambulance's purchase of an ambulance. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Hoskins and Public Safety Director Bob Houhanisin, representing the City of 
Farmington, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to update surveillance 
systems at public buildings and to purchase protective equipment for public safety officers. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Kelly; Chief Jason Bowen, representing the Elsie Area Fire Department; Rick 
Zemla, representing Fairfield Township; and Tim Fair, representing Clinton County Catalyst, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the acquisition of a 
permanent fire station for the Elsie Area Fire Department. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Steckloff and Clerk Eileen Giesbrecht, representing Southfield Township, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to update election equipment. 
Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Steckloff and Treasurer Kim Chalifoux, representing Southfield Township, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support installation of bullet-
resistant interior doors in the Southfield Township Office. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Steele, Representative Steckloff, and Chief John LeRoy, representing the 
Bloomfield Township Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to support construction of a replacement for Fire Station #3 in Bloomfield Township. 
Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Schmaltz and Jackson County Sheriff Gary Schuette testified in support of three 
legislatively directed spending items for construction projects at the Chanter Road Jail Facility in 
Jackson. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting 
at 5:30 PM. 
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