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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno.

The Chair requested attendance to be called:
Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus.
Absent: None.
Excused: None.

Representative Cavitt made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 17, 2026. There
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

Stephanie Beckhorn, Deputy Director, Employment and Training, Department of Labor and
Economic Opportunity, and Jayshona Hicks, Director of Legislative Affairs, Department of
Labor and Economic Opportunity, gave a presentation on the Department's workforce
development programs. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Hope and Dr. Julie Thomasma and Dr. Aimee Brookens, both representing Child
and Family Charities, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the
renovation of medical clinical space within the Nonprofit Hub at Child and Family Charities and
to provide start-up funding for Unity Health Center. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Fitzgerald and Erik Keener, representing United Church Outreach Ministry,
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the development of an
accessible facility for United Church Outreach Ministry. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Jacob Inosencio, representing Grow Jackson, testified in support of
a legislatively directed spending item to support construction of a comprehensive kitchen
infrastructure package at the River Rail Food Hub in Jackson. Questions and discussion
followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Jackie Gordon and Fr. Satheesh Alphonse, both representing the St.
Louis Center, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to renovate and
modernize the memory care wing at the St. Louis Center. Questions and discussion followed.



Representative Schmaltz and Pam Riley Miklavcic and Laura Young, both representing The
Davies Project, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to expand The
Davies Project, which provides free transportation for children and parents needing medical care.
Questions and discussion followed.

At 11:51 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease.
At 5:12 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order.

Stephen Martin, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Carol Glanville, and Dr.
Jonathan D. Licht, representing the Van Andel Institute, testified in support of a legislatively
directed spending item to support research at the Van Andel Institute. Questions and discussion
followed.

Representative VanderWall testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to
support Communities Overcoming Violent Encounters' (COVE) 10-Year Building Campaign.
Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Valerie Lefler, representing Feonix - Mobility Rising, testified in
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Feonix - Mobility Rising's programs
that provide transportation options so that veterans can access healthcare. Questions and
discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Vittoria Jimerson, representing the Welcome Home Organization
and Habitat for Humanity, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support
home construction through a joint initiative between Greater Jackson Habitat for Humanity and
the Welcome Home Organization. Questions and discussion followed.

Benjamin Ries, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Joseph Pavlov; Patrick
Patterson, representing the Michigan Association of Recovery Community Organizations
(MARCO); and Cindy Hummel testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to
provide grants to recovery community organizations. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative DeBoer and Mark Pawlak and Joe Bonello, both representing Holland Hospital,
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to expand Holland Hospital's
endoscopy program to provide advanced endoscopy treatment. Questions and discussion
followed.

Representative Tisdel and Jason Warner, representing the City of Rochester, testified in support
of a legislatively directed spending item to support a renovation and addition at the Rochester
Community House. Questions and discussion followed.

There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting
at 6:12 PM.
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