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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative Robinson made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 3, 2026. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Alexander; Joshua Robinson, representing the Sanilac County Community 
Foundation; and David Di Rita, representing the Tierney Park Conservancy, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Village of Lexington's renovation of 
Patrick Tierney Park. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Alexander and Anne Soule, representing Port Sanilac Harbor, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to update marina infrastructure at Port Sanilac Harbor. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Andrews and Mayor Pro Tem Michael Fernandez, representing the City of St. 
Joseph, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support a harbor dredging 
study on the outer and inner harbor in St. Joseph. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt and Steve Bieszki, representing the Black River Waterways Committee, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction of a dual 
rockwall jetty system at the mouth of the Black River in Alcona Township. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wozniak and Dr. Stephen Rapundalo, representing the Michigan Biosciences 
Industry Association, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to launch and 
pilot a workforce training program, the MiBIO Workforce Apprenticeship Program. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Martus and Kristina Johnston, representing the Flint & Genesee Group, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support workforce development and 
tourism initiatives through the Flint & Genesee Group. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Kyle Lewis, representing Jackson County Parks and Recreation, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a new facility at James J. Keeley 
Park (Jackson County Fairgrounds). Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Morgan testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Workforce Solutions Center at Washtenaw Community College. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Brandon Marken, representing Lean Rocket Lab, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support scaling of Lean Rocket Lab's model. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Eric Rice, representing Drive Staffing Solutions, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for a facility renovation for Altering Outcomes. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 11:48 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 3:03 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Conlin and Supervisor Kevin Spicher, representing Genoa Township, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to address environmental issues and to restore a 
vacant land parcel. Questions and discussion followed, with additional commentary from 
Spencer Kellum. 
 
Representative Fairbairn and Douglas Craven, representing the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians Natural Resource Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support a facility dedicated to bald eagle and raptor conservation. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Hoadley; Ken Roberts, representing Gladwin County Veterans Affairs; and 
Kimberly Hines, representing the City of Gladwin, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for the construction of the Gladwin County Veterans Honor Park. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Hoskins testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a roof 
replacement at the City of Farmington Department of Public Works. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Hoskins and Mayor Bruce Kantor, representing the City of Lathrup Village, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for construction of a replacement 
facility for the Lathrup Village Department of Public Services. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 



 
Representative Thompson and Supervisor Mary Jo Gedelian, representing Berlin Charter 
Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to connect subdivisions to 
the Flat Rock municipal septic system. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Thompson and Chief Ryan Raumen, representing the Brownstown Fire 
Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a replacement ladder 
truck. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wilson and John Hines, representing Ypsilanti Township, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to address boardwalk and bridge deficiencies at Northbay 
Park. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wilson and John Hines, representing Ypsilanti Township, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for playground replacements at three parks in Ypsilanti. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative MacDonell testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
physical security upgrades at Clawson City Hall. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 4:08 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 4:11 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
City Manager Joseph Rheker and Nikalas Stepnitz, both representing the City of Clawson, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for physical security upgrades at 
Clawson City Hall. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Martin and John O'Brien, representing the Genesee County Drain Commissioner, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the installation of energy 
recovery (biogas) equipment. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Scott Gerych, representing the Michigan Military Heritage 
Museum, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support expansion and 
modernization at the museum. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Rob Caplis, representing The Purple Rose Theatre Company, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support youth-access initiatives at 
The Purple Rose Theatre Company. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting 
at 4:37 PM. 
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