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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson and Cavitt. 
Absent: Reps. VanWoerkom and Martus. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative Cavitt made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 4, 2026. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie, and Art Farmer, 
representing Lee Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
construct a maintenance building to house first responder equipment and vehicles. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie; Chief Bill 
Woodward, representing the Bedford Township Fire Department; and Supervisor Rande Johnson 
and Chairman Mike Staib, both representing Bedford Charter Township, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to rebuild Bedford Township Fire Station 1. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie, and Chief Jeff 
Bammer, representing the Pennfield Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to construct a replacement for the current township hall, fire station, and 
police substation in Pennfield Charter Township. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Johnsen and City Manager Andrew Dymczyk, representing the City of Portland, 
testified in support a legislatively directed spending item to support emergency medical services 
in the Portland area. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Johnsen and Supervisor Tamara Edwards and Trustee Kathy Ainsworth, both 
representing Ronald Township, testified in support a legislatively directed spending item to 
support construction of a township community center in Ronald Township. Questions and 
discussion followed. 



 
 
Representative Johnsen; Chief Chad Perkins, representing the Odessa Township Fire 
Department; and Treasurer Sharon Rohrbacher, Trustee Allen Baron, and Clerk Lisa Williams, 
all representing Odessa Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
support construction of a new fire station in Odessa Township. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Longjohn and Supervisor Dr. JoAnne McFarland O’Rourke, Chief Ken 
Chapman, and Vester Davis Jr., all representing Texas Township, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support Texas Township Fire Department's purchase of a 
large capacity tanker. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Longjohn and Kalamazoo County Sheriff Richard Fuller testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support the architectural and engineering design phase of 
a jail facility expansion project in Kalamazoo County. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative McFall testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support a 
roof replacement at the City of Madison Heights Fire Station #1. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative McFall testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 
City of Center Line Department of Public Safety's purchase of a new aerial platform fire truck. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative McFall testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 
City of Hazel Park Police Department's purchase of a new K-9 police vehicle. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Miller; Mayor Ed Kolar, representing the City of Milan; and Captain Sean 
Meyer, representing the Milan Area Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support the Milan Area Fire Department's purchase of a new tanker 
truck. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Rheingans and Chief Andrew Houde, representing the Scio Township Fire 
Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 
department's purchase of a ladder truck. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 2:42 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 3:05 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Robinson and Deanna Morley, Dave Staudt, and Marissa Downs, all representing 
the Southeast Michigan Construction Academy (SEMCA), testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for costs associated with facilities, equipment, and programming through 
SEMCA. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Robinson and John Bones and Kevin Letwin, both representing Team Up 
Academy, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support expansion of 
Team Up Academy's workforce development initiative. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Robinson and Leila Kello, representing the Chaldean Community Foundation, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for education programs through the 
Chaldean Community Foundation. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Robinson; Magistrate Annette Gattari-Ross, representing the 37th District Court; 
and council members Mindy Moore and Gary Boike, both representing the Warren City Council, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction of a new 
courthouse for the 37th District Court. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Witwer and Chief Francis D’Huyvetter and Sean Langford, both representing the 
Hamlin Township Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to support the department's purchase of a pumper/tanker. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Witwer and Chief Roger McNutt, representing the City of Eaton Rapids Fire 
Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to replace the 
department's aerial fire truck. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Witwer and Manager Yvonne Ridge, representing the City of Eaton Rapids, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support demolition, environmental 
remediation, and redevelopment preparation activities at the Horner Mill Site in Eaton Rapids. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Robinson moved to excuse Representatives VanWoerkom and Martus from the 
meeting. There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 4:06 PM. 
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