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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 

order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 

The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 

Absent: None. 

Excused: None. 

 

Representative Robinson made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 18, 2026. 

There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 

 

Representative Wendzel and Bret Witkowski, representing the Van Buren County Road 

Commission, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for total replacement of 

a structurally deficient bridge carrying CR 657 over the East Branch of the Paw Paw River. 

Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Wendzel and Susanna Patterson, representing Michigan Court Appointed Special 

Advocates (CASA), testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 

Michigan CASA and expansion of its programs. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Beson testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to reimburse 

the City of Bay City for local match requirements associated with the Lafayette Bridge 

replacement/reconstruction project. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Beson testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 

infrastructure upgrades through the Bay County Department of Water and Sewer. Questions and 

discussion followed. 

 

Representative Beson testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 

improvements to the municipal water distribution system in Bangor Township. Questions and 

discussion followed.  

 

At 10:01 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease.  

 

At 10:14 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order.  



 

 

Representative Hoadley and Supervisor Corey Sajdak, representing Standish Township, testified 

in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support residential hookups to a low-

pressure sewer system in the Whites Beach community. Questions and discussion followed.  

 

Representative Hoadley testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 

improvements to the City of Rose City public water supply system. Questions and discussion 

followed.  

 

Representative Hoadley testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 

installation of a new dedicated force main from a lift station to the City of Pinconning's 

wastewater treatment plant. Questions and discussion followed.  

 

At 10:32 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 

 

At 10:39 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 

 

Representative Borton and Treasurer Travis Hewitt, representing the City of Gaylord, testified in 

support of a legislatively directed spending item to replace one-third of Gaylord's water meters. 

Questions and discussion followed.  

 

Representative Borton and Neil Wallace, representing the Au Sable North Branch Area 

Foundation, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Mason-Griffith 

Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited to enhance infrastructure of the Au Sable and Upper 

Manistee rivers. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Borton and Sue Cooper, representing the Mancelona Area Water and Sewer 

Authority (MAWSA), testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 

MAWSA's extension and expansion of water and sewer services. Questions and discussion 

followed. 

 

Michael Krzyzaniak, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Jay DeBoyer, and City 

Manager Artie Bryson, representing the City of Algonac, testified in support of a legislatively 

directed spending item to support replacement of three canal siphon crossings, sewer line 

replacement, and other structural repairs. Questions and discussion followed.  

 

Michael Krzyzaniak, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Jay DeBoyer, and City 

Manager Steve Duchane, representing the City of St. Clair, testified in support of a legislatively 

directed spending item to address a recurring issue with failing soil stabilization. Questions and 

discussion followed. 

 

Representative DeBoyer and BJ Meldrum testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 

item to complete repairs to the City of New Baltimore's primary sewer interceptor. Questions and 

discussion followed. 

 

Benjamin Ries, Office of State Representative Joseph Pavlov, testified in support of a 

legislatively directed spending item to support repair and maintenance of Airport Drive, the sole 

point of access to the St. Clair County International Airport. Questions and discussion followed.  

 



 

Benjamin Ries, Office of State Representative Joseph Pavlov, testified in support of a 

legislatively directed spending item to modernize and expand precision machining training at St. 

Clair County Community College Applied Technology Center. Questions and discussion 

followed. 

 

 

At 11:35 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 

 

At 12:16 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 

 

Representative Wortz; Chief Jeff Smurr, representing the Sherwood Township Fire Department; 

and Trustee Bill Courliss, representing Sherwood Township, testified in support of a legislatively 

directed spending item to support construction of a new well for the Sherwood Township Fire 

Department. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Wortz, and City Manager Jeremiah Davies, representing the City of Hudson, 

testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support targeted rehabilitation and 

equipment upgrades at the City of Hudson Senior Center. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Wortz and Kyrsten Newlon and Lauren Schneider, both representing Hillsdale 

Hospital, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Hillsdale 

Hospital's acquisition of a da Vinci robotic surgical system. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Green testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 

Watertown Township's purchase of a fire engine. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Green testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 

replacement of the Hadley Township Fire Station. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative Green and Chief Brian Flewelling, representing the Davison-Richfield Fire 

Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to replace the 

Department's headquarters fire station. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Representative VanWoerkom and Mark Eisenbarth, representing Muskegon County, testified in 

support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction of wastewater 

infrastructure in Muskegon County to allow for economic expansion. Questions and discussion 

followed. 

 

Representative Schuette and City Manager Shannon Sirpilla and Matthew Lang, both 

representing the City of Beaverton, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 

to support installation of water mains in the City of Beaverton. 

 

Adjourned at 1:20 PM. 
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