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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Friday, April 17, 2026 9:00 AM Room 519, House Office 

Building 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson and VanWoerkom. 
Absent: Reps. Cavitt and Martus. 
Excused: Reps. Cavitt and Martus. 

 
The Chair laid discussions on Legislatively Directed Spending Items before the subcommittee.  

Dave Biswas, representing the Office of Representative Lightner, and Tracy Myers Supervisor of 
Emmett Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item. Questions and 
discussion followed. 

Dave Biswas, representing the Office of Representative Lightner, and Dr. Sheryl Kubiak, Dean 
and Professor of the Wayne State University School of Social Work, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support their 988 Behavioral Health Hotline Program. 
Questions and discussion followed. 

Scott Ray, representing the Office of Representative Fairbairn, and Mike representing [who 
representing], testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support broadband. 
Questions and discussion followed. 

David Sham, representing the Office of Representative Schuette, and Eric Cozat, Public Services 
Director of the City of Coleman, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
support improvements for their sanity sewer lift station. Questions and discussion followed. 

David Sham, representing the Office of Representative Schuette, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support early in person voting for the District’s special 
election in the 55th State House District. Questions and discussion followed. 

Cameron Bruno, representing the Office of Representative Prestin, and Jim McNeil, Escanaba 
City Manager, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 
purchase of a new ladder fire truck for the City of Escanaba. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
Cameron Bruno, representing the Office of Representative Prestin, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support essential fairground improvements livestock 
facility in the City of Escanaba. Questions and discussion followed. 

Cameron Bruno, representing the Office of Representative Prestin, and John Waltman and 
Engineer-Manager Mike McTiver, representing the Luce County Road Commission, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support reconstruction and extension of 
County Road H-37. Questions and discussion followed. 

Nancy Bareham, representing the Office of Representative Kelly, and Tim Fair, representing 
Clinton County Catalyst, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
establishment of TimberChar kiln manufacturing capacity in Eden Lake, Michigan. Questions 
and discussion followed. 

Nancy Bareham, representing the Office of Representative Kelly, and Tim Fair, representing 
Clinton County Catalyst, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
building water and sewer infrastructure at the M-21 and US-127 interchange. Questions and 
discussion followed. 

Representative Harris and Clarkston City Manager Johnathan Smith testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support walkability improvements and ADA compliance 
in the historic downtown Village of Clarkson. Questions and discussion followed. 

John Mieczkowski, representing the Office of Representative Martin, and Fire Chief John 
Williams, representing the Groveland Township Fire Department, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support the installation of ten high-capacity fire 
suppression wells throughout Groveland Township. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Kuhn and COO Arjan Kallou, representing the United Community Family 
Services, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support critical 
infrastructure improvements to the facility. Questions and discussion. 

Representative Kuhn and Commander Todd Wodzinski, representing the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 4037 and American Legion Post 167, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support a comprehensive building remodel to address again infrastructure and 
improve safety and accessibility of the building. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Kuhn and Executive Director Tauzzari Robinson, representing the Boys and Girls 
Clubs Michigan Alliance, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
the hiring of staff and the expansion of life and workforce development out-of-school programs 
across the state. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Mueller and City Manager Ellen Glass and Public Works Director Don Grice, 
representing the City of Linden, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
support the final phase of an infrastructure project to shift the city’s water supply to a county-
managed surface water source drawn from Lake Huron. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
The following people submitted a card in support of the City of Linden’s Legislatively Directed 
spending item to support request, but did not wish to speak: 
 Brad Dick. 
 Pam Howd. 
 Jerry Link. 
 Denise Miller, representing the Linden City Council. 
 City of Linden Mayor Elizabeth Armstrong. 
 
Representative Mueller and Charter Township of Fenton Supervisor Vince Lorraine testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support necessary road infrastructure 
improvements to the Thompson Road/US-23 Interchange Bridge. Questions and discussion 
followed. 

Representative Mueller and Charter Township of Fenton Supervisor Vince Lorraine testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support offsetting the cost of connecting Lake 
Fenton school facilities to the municipal water system. Questions and discussion followed. 

Michael Rogers, Representing the Office of Representative Bierlein, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for critical improvements to the Village of Akron’s 
municipal drinking water system for the Village of Akron. Questions and discussion followed. 

Michael Rogers, Representing the Office of Representative Bierlein, and Tuscola Township 
Supervisor Tod Fackler, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
install a new sanitary sewer along M-15 to provide public sewer service for a growing 
commercial district in Tuscola Township. Questions and discussion followed. 

Nick Miller, representing the Office of Representative Greene, and Lapeer County Highway 
Engineer Destain Gingell, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
reconstruct Bowers Road from M-53 to Wilder Road. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Johnsen and City Manager Andrew Dymczyk, representing the City of Portland, 
both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to replace sanitary sewer lines 
and the three water lift stations in the City of Portland. Questions and discussion followed. 

Nathan Kissling, representing the Office of Representative St. Germaine, and John Caron, 
representing Macomb County Public Works, both testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to improve stormwater infrastructure in southeast Macomb County. Questions and 
discussion followed. 

Representative Meerman and City Manager Dennis Luce, representing the City of Coopersville, 
both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to construct a new 20-inch 
water transmission main connecting the City of Grand Rapids’ water system, through Allendale 
Township and Polkton Township, to the City of Coopersville. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Meerman and Executive Director Jackie Hallberg, representing Mediation and 
Restorative Services, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
and expand their EXIT Program to help reduce recidivism. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
Representative Meerman and Managing Director Ken Hulka, representing the Muskegon County 
Road Commission, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to repair 
Blackmer Road, the main roadway in Ravenna Township. Questions and discussion followed. 

At 12:05 PM, the Chair laid the committee at ease. 

At 12:37 PM, the Chair called the committee back to order. 

Jeffrey Hewson, representing the Office of Representative Markkanen, and Superintendent 
Richard Matrella, representing Bessemer Area Schools, both testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to repair 3 Elevators in Bessemer Area Schools. Questions and discussion 
followed. 

Jeffrey Hewson, representing the Office of Representative Markkanen, and President Chris 
Patritto, representing Gogebic Community College, both testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to repair 3 Elevators in Gogebic Community College. Questions and 
discussion followed. 

Jeffrey Hewson, representing the Office of Representative Markkanen, and William R. 
Kordenbrock, Vice President for Government Relations, representing Michigan Technological 
University, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to build the Mass 
Timber Trailhead Lodge. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Steele and Kristen Wiltfang, representing the Oakland County Economic and 
Community Development Department, both testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to improve the Polly Ann Trailway. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Steele and Samantha Timcoe, representing Orion Township, and Gary Piotrowicz, 
Deputy Director of the Oakland County Road Commission, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to upgrade East Clarkston Rd. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Steele and Thomas Tanghe, the City Manager for Auburn Hills, Fire Chief Trevin 
Robinson, of the Auburn Hills Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to purchase an Advanced Life Support Ambulance for the City of Auburn Hills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Woolford and Dan DiBardino, representing Crime Stoppers, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to fund the 1-800-SpeakUP Program. Questions and 
discussion followed. 

Representative Woolford testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund the 
repair and modernization of VFW Post 6464. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Woolford, Mayor Nikolas Hertric, and Kristi Troy, representing the City of 
Howell, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund infrastructure 
improvements on S Michigan Ave (D-19) and the I-96 Interchange. Questions and discussion 
followed. 



 
Representative Alexander and Jamie Learman, City Manager of the City of Caseville, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund improvements at the Regional Water 
Treatment Plant for the City of Caseville, the Village of Pigeon, and Caseville Township. 
Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Alexander and Lawrence Hummel, representing the Village of Carsonville, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund two new municipal drinking 
water wells for the Village of Carsonville. Questions and discussion followed. 

Emma Paddock, representing the Office of Representative Thompson and Troy Cox, Mayor of 
the City of Rockwood, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund the 
purchase of a new police patrol vehicle for the City of Rockwood Police Department. Questions 
and discussion followed. 

Representative Bohnak and Andrew Rickauer and Karen Anderson, both representing the United 
Way of Marquette County, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund 
the expansion of the United Way of Marquette County’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Bohnak and Superintendent Bill Valima, representing Superior Central Schools, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund safe parking and drop off 
sites at Superior Central Schools. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Bohnak and Douglas Mills, representing the Baraga County Road Commission, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund flood cleanup to local roads. 
Questions and discussion followed.  

Representative BeGole and Tom Cook, Justin Horvath, president and CEO of the Economic 
Development Corporation and Nathan Henne, all representing the City of Owosso, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund replacement of three nitrification towers 
at the Owosso Mid-Shiawassee County Wastewater Treatment Plant. Questions and discussion 
followed.  

Representative VanWoerkom moved to approve the minutes of the April 15, 2026, meeting. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.  

Representative Robinson moved to excuse Representatives Cavitt and Martus from the meeting. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.  

Representative BeGole and Executive Director Ashley Deming and Operations and Facilities 
Manager Aaron Farmer, both representing the Steam Railroading Institute, testified in support of 
a legislatively directed spending item to fund a campus water mitigation and drainage project at 
the Steam Railroading Institute. Questions and discussion followed.  

Representative BeGole and Ben Frederick, Vice President of Government Affairs at Memorial 
Healthcare, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund upgrades to the 
HVAC system at Memorial Healthcare Hospital. Questions and discussion followed.  

At 2:54 PM, Majority Vice-Chair Robinson assumed the gavel. 



 
Representative Jenkins-Arno and Randy Yagiela, representing the Lenawee Now Foundation, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund a pilot program to connect 
adult secondary career learners to career paths. Questions and discussion followed.  

Representative Jenkins-Arno and Pat Farver, representing the Lenawee Now Foundation, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund the Adrian Riverfront 
Project. Questions and discussion followed.  

Representative Jenkins-Arno and Supervisor Stephen May, representing Adrian Charter 
Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to fund a consolidated 
Public Safety Facility for Adrian Charter Township. Questions and discussion followed.  

At 3:13 PM, Majority Vice-Chair Robinson laid the committee at ease. 

At 3:14 PM, the Chair brought the committee back to order. 

Rachel Orban, representing the Office of Representative Paquette, and Tony McGhee and Jim 
Koehn, representing Adrian Charter Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to extend water and sewer lines from the City of Buchanan’s existing system to 
Bertran Crossing Industrial Park in Bertrand Charter Township. Questions and discussion 
followed.  

Rachel Orban, representing the Office of Representative Paquette, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to extend municipal water from existing the Niles City main 
line to the Exit 3, US 31 Bypass. Questions and discussion followed.  

Rachel Orban, representing the Office of Representative Paquette, and Michelle Bolin and Kaci 
Jones, representing Oronoko Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to cover the cost of updating Oronoko Township’s voting equipment. Questions and 
discussion followed.  

Representative Neyer and Steve Davidson, representing the Village of Sheperd, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to complete the village-wide sanitary sewer 
lining and manhole rehabilitation. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Neyer and Greg Zimmerman, representing the Herbert H. & Grace A. Dow 
College of Health Professions at Central Michigan University, both testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to help engage and support students and faculty in Central 
Michigan University’s clinical professional programs around its mission for rural health. 
Questions and discussion followed. 

Mindy Fernandes, representing the Office of Representative Roth, and Kevin Klein, representing 
the Northwest Region Airport Authority, both testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support construction of a terminal addition at the Northwest Regional Airport 
Authority/Cherry Capital Airport. Questions and discussion followed. 

Mindy Fernandes, representing the Office of Representative Roth, and COO Lauren Glenn, 
representing Munson Health, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 



 
support start up and operational costs for an adult Crisis Residential Unit located in the Grand 
Traverse Mental Health Crisis and Access Center. Questions and discussion followed. 

Mindy Fernandes, representing the Office of Representative Roth, and Lisa Radtke, representing 
Fife Lake Township, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
Fife Lake Township acquiring Pugsley Correctional Facility and fund redevelopment of the site 
as a multi-tenant industrial park. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Linting, joined by Mayor Joseph Kuspa, City Administrator Dan Marsh, and DPS 
Director Phil Ferro, representing the City of Southgate, all testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support the Southgate Water Main Restoration Project which would 
rehabilitate the City’s aging water distribution system. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Linting, Fire Chief Jeremy Moline and Mayor Andrew Swift, representing the 
City of Riverview Fire Department, all testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to assist in the purchase of a new frontline fire engine and firefighting equipment to replace 
the Riverview Fire Department’s aging apparatus. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Linting, Fire Chief Glenn Owns and City Manager Joe Gruber, both representing 
the City of Wyandotte, all testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to help the 
City acquire a new 100-foot aerial ladder truck. Questions and discussion followed. 

Lotus McKay, representing the Office of Representative Roth, and Ottawa County 
Water Resources Commissioner Joe Bush, both testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to fund a groundwater feasibility study for Ottawa County. Questions and 
discussion followed. 

Lotus McKay, representing the Office of Representative Roth, and Kevin Plockmeyer, 
representing the City of Zeeland, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to support the construction of a grade-separated, non-motorized pedestrian and bicycle 
bridge crossing the I-196 Business Loop. Questions and discussion followed. 

Lotus McKay, representing the Office of Representative Roth, and Justin Stadt, representing 
Georgetown Charter Township, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to support construction of a critical water transmission line along Baldwin Street and extend the 
storage tanks. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Schmaltz and Kami Root, representing the Aware Shelter, both testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Aware Shelter’s Single-Mom 
Success Grant Program. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Schmaltz and Dr. Bob Powell, representing Family Service Children's Aid, both 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Guardian Services for 
Jackson County at Family Services and Children's Aid. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Schmaltz and CEO Cassandra Watson, representing LifeWays, both testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the purchase of an Innovative Mobile 
Mental Health Crisis Unit. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
Sam Larey, representing the Office of Representative Frisbie, and Matt Saxton, representing the 
Michigan Sheriffs’ Association, both testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to support ongoing investment for volunteer training across the state of Michigan and victim 
services at the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association. Questions and discussion followed. 

Representative Farhat and Kurt Berryman, representing the Auto Dealers of Michigan, both 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support funding of the Detroit 
Auto Show event. Questions and discussion followed. 

There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 5:21 PM. 
 
      
Representative Nancy Jenkins-Arno, Chair 
 
Dakota Soda 
Acting Committee Clerk 
dsoda@house.mi.gov 


