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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative VanWoerkom moved to adopt the meeting minutes from May 11, 2026. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Tori Benden and Doug Ferrall, both representing Calhoun County, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for capital improvements at the 
Calhoun County Youth Center. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Elizabeth Carey, representing Starr Commonwealth, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Student Resilience & 
Empowerment Center through Starr Commonwealth. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative McKinney and Thea Ramirez, representing Adoption Share, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item for Adoption-Share's Family Match technology 
program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative McKinney and Aaron Hall and Libby Palackdharry, both representing CHN 
Housing Partners and the Detroit Housing Network, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for the Detroit Housing Network. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wooden and Bart Reuter and Dr. Tim Pancioli, both representing Versiti, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for construction of a laboratory clean 
room in Grand Rapids. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Beson and Adam Cimaroli, representing Amrize, Inc., testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support the Essexville Terminal Port Safety and 
Reliability Enhancements Project. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Kunse and Bill Henderson, representing Central Michigan University, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to identify critical minerals that may be present 
in orphan wells throughout Michigan. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kunse and Rob Luce, representing SME Education Foundation, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support SME's K-20 education and workforce 
initiatives across Michigan. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kunse and Daniel Eichinger, representing Ferris State University, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for renovation of the Ferris State University 
Dental Hygiene Clinic and a nursing simulation lab. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting 
at 11:51 AM. 
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