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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative VanWoerkom moved to adopt the meeting minutes from May 13, 2026. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Scott and Derschaun Brown, representing Friends of the Children - Detroit, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Friends of the Children - Detroit. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kelly and Dr. Omar Hakim, representing Detroit PBS, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support expansion of the Michigan Learning Channel. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Roth and Heidi Britton, representing Northwest Michigan Health Services, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for dental services through 
Northwest Michigan Health Services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Aragona and Linda Davis, representing Face Addiction Now (FAN), testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for substance use disorder programming through 
FAN. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Schmaltz and Kiff Hamp, representing Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for development of the Border-to-
Border (B2B) Trail through the Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative. Questions and discussion 
followed.  
 
Representative Schmaltz and Chief Kevin Kazyak, representing the Chelsea Police Department, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for automated license plate readers in 
the City of Chelsea. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Dr. Daniel J. Phelan, representing Jackson College, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Jackson College Police/Law 
Enforcement Academy. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Kim Kelly, representing Ronald McDonald House Charities of Ann 
Arbor, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support capacity expansion 
at Ronald McDonald House Charities of Ann Arbor. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Schmaltz; Megyn Forest, representing Big Brothers Big Sisters Michigan Capital 
Region; and Tony Hollow, representing Big Brothers Big Sisters of Jackson County, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to expand mentorship programs through the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Alliance of Michigan. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Posthumus and Amanda Barbour, representing Children's Healing Center, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Children's Healing 
Center's programming. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 12:04 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 12:10 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Beson and Tara Welch and Sarah Weisbarth, both representing Discover You, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Discover You 
program. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Beson; Sally Talberg, representing Michigan Saves; and DaeSean Ashby, 
representing the Michigan Credit Union League, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for Michigan Saves. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative T. Carter and Tanya Hill, representing The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW), 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support utility assistance through 
THAW. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Conlin and Amy McMillan, representing Huron-Clinton Metroparks, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the following projects: Kensington 
Metropark Accessible Nature Trail, Wolcott Mill Farm Center Renovation, Park to Park Trail 
Connector in Livingston County, and a Lake Erie Metropark Bathhouse. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Tate and Diallo Smith, representing Life Remodeled, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for Life Remodeled.  
 
At 12:57 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease.  
 
At 1:18 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Glanville testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
operations of the Conductive Learning Center. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative McKinney testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
MoveAmerica. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 1:30 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the subcommittee from the House Floor, the time being 4:23 PM.  
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