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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: Rep. VanWoerkom. 
Excused: Rep. VanWoerkom. 

 
Representative Young and Karen Roback, representing Starfish Family Services, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the purchase and renovation of a 
vacant building in the Brightmoor neighborhood to provide space for services. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Young; Ritchie Harrison, representing Sidewalk Detroit; and Sigal Hemy, 
representing Detroit Parks Coalition, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to support infrastructure improvements within Detroit's parks. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Young and Cindy Eggleton, representing Brilliant Cities, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to expand a literacy initiative across Southeast Michigan 
through Brilliant Detroit. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Zvonko Blazevski, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Donavan McKinney, and 
Shawanna Vaughn, representing Silent Cry Inc., testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for Silent Cry's Trauma Bus Services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Zvonko Blazevski, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Donavan McKinney, and 
April Patti, representing St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to address adult education and workforce credential gaps 
through Adult Education and PUMP (Placement, Upskilling, Mentor Program) programming. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Christian Beswick, Office of State Representative Natalie Price, and Shawn Young, representing 
the City of Berkeley, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the 
city's Sewer Lining Program. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
 
Christian Beswick, Office of State Representative Natalie Price, and Mayor Michael Fournier, 
representing the City of Royal Oak, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to support construction of a multi-purpose indoor athletic facility at Worden Park. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Robinson and Brent Bashaw, representing the City of Sterling Heights, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for road improvements associated with 
Lakeside City Center. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Morgan testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
Superior Township's purchase of a replacement fire truck. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Morgan testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
the City of Ann Arbor's purchase of an aerial ladder truck. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Morgan testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to modernize 
elections infrastructure in the City of Ann Arbor. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 2:24 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 2:45 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Conlin and Dr. Alan Drimmer, representing Cleary University, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support stewardship and transition of CCNE-
accredited nursing programs from Siena Heights University to Cleary University. Questions and 
discussion followed, with Dr. Karen Howatt also answering the subcommittee's questions. 
 
Robert LeFevre, representing Michigan Independent Colleges & Universities (MICU), submitted 
a testimony card in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Cleary University but 
did not wish to speak. 
 
At 3:02 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 3:30 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Cavitt moved to adopt the meeting minutes from May 20, 2026. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Sean Gehle, representing Trinity Health Michigan, submitted a testimony card in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for Cleary University but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative MacDonell; Jen Peters, representing the Troy Historical Society; and Kurt 
Bovensiep, representing the City of Troy, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to support infrastructure improvements at the Troy Historic Village. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative MacDonell and Tessa Goldberg and Rabbi Alicia Harris, both representing 
Congregation Shir Tikvah, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
security infrastructure at Shir Tikvah synagogue. Questions and discussion followed. 



 
 
Representative Steckloff; Desirae Tolbert, representing the Charles H. Wright Museum of 
African American History; Diana Abouali, representing the Arab American National Museum; 
and Rabbi Eli Mayerfeld, representing the Zekelman Holocaust Center, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support museum operations. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Steckloff, Representative Kuhn, and Mary Romaya, representing the Chaldean 
Cultural Center, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Chaldean 
Cultural Center and Museum. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Steckloff and Mayor Theresa Rich and Manager Karen Mondora, both 
representing the City of Farmington Hills, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to support construction of a new community activities center. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Steckloff; Rabbi Jen Lader, representing Temple Israel; and David Kurzmann 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to implement safety and security 
measures to protect Jewish residents across Michigan. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Steckloff and Rabbi Eli Mayerfeld, representing the Zekelman Holocaust Center, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for operations at the Holocaust 
Memorial Center. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kuhn; Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner Jim Nash; and Sara 
Rubino testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support study, planning, 
and construction of improvements to an existing regional stormwater detention basin in the City 
of Troy. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Christopher Wardell, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative John Fitzgerald, and 
Timothy Hileman and Dan Ekonen, both representing Special Olympics Michigan, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for expansion of Special Olympics Michigan's 
programming. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Sandra McCormick, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Mark Tisdel, and Jeff 
Snyder, representing Hope Network, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to expand autism diagnostic capacity statewide. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Robinson moved to excuse Representative VanWoerkom from the meeting. 
There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 4:58 PM. 
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