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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: None. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative VanWoerkom moved to adopt the meeting minutes from June 3, 2026. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Beson and Josh Little, representing Bay-Arenac Intermediate School District, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the expansion of Bay-Arenac 
ISD's culinary arts, hospitality, and tourism training programs. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Johnsen and Dr. Bradley J. Barrick, representing Montcalm Community College, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to establish a workforce readiness 
program through academic esports at Montcalm Community College. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Liberati and Jamie Bragg-Lovejoy, representing the Michigan Assisted Living 
Association (MALA), testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
MALA's transitions training program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Herzberg and Julius Lovill, Office of State Representative Peter Herzberg, 
testified in support of legislatively directed spending items to support the City of Wayne Police 
Department's purchase of new police laptops and the City of Wayne's purchase of a new 
Advanced Life Support (ALS) rescue ambulance. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 11:00 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 11:06 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 



 
Representative Longjohn and Jane Ghosh, representing Discover Kalamazoo, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to extend Maple Hill Drive to ensure direct access to a 
new regional indoor youth sports facility in Kalamazoo County. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Byrnes and Ashley Flintoff and Herman Jenkins, both representing Friends of the 
Rouge, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to establish recreation access 
to the Lower Rouge River in Dearborn at Ford Field Park. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Byrnes and Maria Willett, representing the City of Dearborn, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to support expansion of and improvements to the City of 
Dearborn's Civic Center. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Byrnes; Nicole Hefty, representing the City of Dearborn Heights; and Chief Phil 
Hall, representing the Dearborn Heights Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to replace fleet vehicles in the City of Dearborn Heights that are over the 
recommended age of replacement. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 11:43 AM. 
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