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Building 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, Cavitt and Martus. 
Absent: Rep. VanWoerkom. 
Excused: Rep. VanWoerkom. 

 
Representative Robinson moved to adopt the meeting minutes from June 17, 2026. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Farhat and Saif Alsenad, representing the American Arab Chamber of 
Commerce, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support small business 
programming through the Chamber. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Farhat and Kelly Zemke, representing The Henry Ford Museum, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for security investments at The Henry Ford. 
Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Farhat; Amy Ghannam, representing the Michigan Fitness Foundation; and Milan 
Gandhi, representing Med-Share Inc., testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to expand access to Peripheral Arterial Disease interventional procedures for underserved 
and Medicaid-dependent populations. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Paiz and Eva Garza Dewaelsche and Ann Leen, both representing SER Metro-
Detroit, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to continue safe and 
uninterrupted operation of the Samaritan Center. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Arbit and City Manager Joe Gacioch, representing the City of Keego Harbor, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for reconstruction of Brock Street 
and shoreline stabilization and dredging. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Tate and Byna Elliott, representing Opportunity Resource Fund, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for lending programs through the Opportunity 



 
Resource Fund Community Development Financial Institution. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Cass Creech, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Natalie Price, and Dr. Umeika 
Stephens, representing Wayne State University, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to increase the number of Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioners. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative McKinney and Rosann Jager and a program participant, both representing 
buildOn Detroit, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for buildOn 
Detroit's Service-Learning Program. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Outman and Jeff Calhoun, representing Big Brothers Big Sisters Mid Michigan, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to establish children's mentoring 
programs in rural counties across northern lower and mid-Michigan. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative St. Germaine and Maggie Varney, representing Maggie's Wigs 4 Kids of 
Michigan, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to provide appropriate 
wigs for children and teens at no cost. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Cavitt moved to excuse Representative VanWoerkom from the meeting. There 
being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 12:06 AM. 
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