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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno.

The Chair requested attendance to be called:
Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, Cavitt and Martus.
Absent: None.
Excused: None.

Representative Green and President Shaunda Richardson-Snell, representing Mott Community
College, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the College's Medical,
Dental, and Behavioral Health Complex. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Tate and Tony Michaels, representing The Parade Company, testified in support
of a legislatively directed spending item to support the new Parade Company Studio at the
Broadhead Armory in Detroit. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Rebecca Esselman, representing the Huron River Watershed
Council, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Rain Catchers
Collective. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Jae Gerhart, representing the Trinity Health Food is Medicine
Program, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Food Is
Medicine Education Center through Trinity Health. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Chief Tim Gonzales, representing the Jackson Fire Department,
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to replace an aging fire training
tower in Jackson County. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Schmaltz and Kara Lorenz-Goings and Nichole Baker, both representing
WellWise Services Area Agency on Aging, testified in support of a legislatively directed
spending item to support the Safe Haven program. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Coffia and Lindsey Dickinson, representing Northwestern Michigan College,
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a renovation project to create a
student services hub at Northwestern Michigan College. Questions and discussion followed.



Representative Coffia and Jennifer Hricik, representing the Traverse City Philharmonic, testified
in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction of the TC Phil Center
and Community Music School. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Coffia and Juliette Schultz, representing the Women’s Resource Center (WRC)
for the Grand Traverse Area, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to
renovate and expand WRC's transitional home. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Cavitt moved to adopt the meeting minutes from June 1, 2026. There being no
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

There being no further business before the committee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the meeting
at 11:54 AM.
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