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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, July 29, 2025 9:00 AM Room 521, House Office 

Building 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom, and Cavitt. 
Absent: Rep. Martus. 
Excused: Rep. Martus. 

 
Representative Robinson moved to adopt the meeting minutes from July 24, 2025. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Bob Anderson, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Timmy Beson, and Joe 
Mendez, founder and Executive Director, Gideon Boxing Gym, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support programs at Gideon Boxing Gym in Saginaw. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Borton and Erine Wescoat and Randi Dodgson, both representing Kirtland 
Community College, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a timber 
harvester simulator at Kirtland Community College. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt and Dr. Donald MacMaster, President, Alpena Community College, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a student housing project at 
Alpena Community College. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Fairbairn testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support a 
technology and training facility in Sault Ste. Marie through Cloverland Electric Cooperative. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Green; Tarsha Gale, Executive Director, Brilliant Detroit; and Brittany Merritt, 
National Chief Development Officer, Brilliant Detroit, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support tutoring and direct non-instructional services through Brilliant 
Detroit. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 10:05 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 



 
At 10:06 AM, Majority Vice Chair Robinson called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Chair Jenkins-Arno and Luke Barnett, President, Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 10:12 AM, Majority Vice Chair Robinson laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 10:13 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Leila Kello, 
Director of Program Development, Chaldean Community Foundation, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for education programs through the Chaldean Community 
Foundation. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kunse and Dan Eichinger, Vice President for Governmental and External Affairs, 
Ferris State University, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
renovation and expansion of the Allied Health Sciences Building at Ferris State University. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Dave Biswas testified on behalf of Representative Linting in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for the Downriver Career Technical Consortium, for the purposes of completing 
construction projects and offsetting operating costs. Questions and discussions followed. 
 
Marie Repovz, Office of State Representative Gregory Markkanen, and William Kordenbrock, 
Vice President for Governmental Relations, Michigan Technological University, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Center for Convergence and 
Innovation and the Mass Timber Research and Demonstration structure at MTU. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Neyer and Greg Zimmerman, Interim Dean, Central Michigan University College 
of Health Professions, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to expand 
efforts at CMU to address rural health care. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Outman and Jeff Calhoun, Executive Director and CEO, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Mid-Michigan, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to expand local 
mentoring programs through Big Brothers Big Sisters Alliance of Michigan. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Posthumus testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Kent County Youth Agricultural Association's development of the Grand Agricultural Center of 
West Michigan. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 11:04 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 11:19 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Prestin; Derek Butler, School Board President, Menominee Area Public Schools; 
and Drew Buyarski, Superintendent, Menominee Area Public Schools, testified in support of a 



 
legislatively directed spending item for Menominee Area Public Schools to complete a 
consolidation project. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Robinson; Keith Ledbetter, President and CEO, Southeast Michigan Construction 
Academy (SEMCA); Deanna Morley, Vice President, SEMCA; and Dave Staudt, CFO, 
SEMCA, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for expansion at SEMCA. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz; Jason Lee, President and CEO, Junior Achievement of Southeastern 
Michigan; Bill Coderre, President and CEO, Junior Achievement of the Michigan Great Lakes; 
and Connie Poisson, President, Junior Achievement of the Michigan Edge, testified in support of 
a legislatively directed spending item to support Junior Achievement's programming. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wortz; Mike Osborne, Superintendent, Hudson Area Schools; and Dan Rogers, 
Director, Southern Michigan Center for Science and Industry, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for Career and Technical Education programs through the 
Southern Michigan Center for Science and Industry. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Anthony Bradford, Office of State Representative Karen Whitsett, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for workforce development programming through Matrix 
Human Services. Questions and discussion followed with Anthony Bradford and Bobby 
Lawrence. 
 
Nathan Kissling, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Alicia St. Germaine, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for improvements at the Selfridge 
Military Air Museum. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wozniak and Dr. Stephen Rapundalo, President and CEO, Michigan Biosciences 
Industry Association, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to launch and 
pilot a workforce training program, the MiBIO Workforce Apprenticeship Program. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Green and Nathan Kalasho, founder and Director, KEYS Grace Academy, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for education and wrap-around 
services through KEYS Grace Academy. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly; Michelle 
Reaves, Executive Director, Detroit Area Pre-College Engineering Program (DAPCEP); Stephen 
Lewis, President, DAPCEP Board of Directors; Dr. Hakim Shahid, DAPCEP parent; and Ezra 
Keelen, DAPCEP alumnus, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
expansion of DAPCEP programming. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Kunse and Dawn Crandall, Executive Director, Skilled to Build Michigan 
Foundation, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Skilled to 
Build Michigan Foundation's outreach efforts that are geared towards students. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Neyer; Amy Upton, Chair, Michigan Plant Coalition; and Dr. George Smith, 
Director of AgBioResearch, Michigan State University, testified in support of a legislatively 



 
directed spending item for the Agricultural Resiliency Program through MSU AgBioResearch 
and MSU Extension. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a testimony card supporting a 
legislatively directed spending item for the Agricultural Resiliency Program, but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Representative Prestin and Eric VanDamme, Superintendent, Mid-Peninsula Schools, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for replacement of an HVAC system at Mid-
Peninsula Schools. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Anthony Bradford, Office of State Representative Karen Whitsett, and Karen Roback, Chief 
Strategy Officer, Starfish Family Services, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support expansion of Starfish Family Services into the Brightmoor 
neighborhood in Detroit. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Green testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
programming at the Wayne State University College of Nursing to increase the number of 
psychiatric mental health nurse practitioners. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 1:14 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 1:19 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Neyer; Sheila Burkhardt, Chief Corporate Affairs Officer, Michigan Milk 
Producers Assocation; and Dr. George Smith, Director of AgBioResearch, Michigan State 
University, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Michigan 
Alliance for Animal Agriculture program through MSU AgBioResearch and MSU Extension. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a testimony card supporting a 
legislatively directed spending item for the Michigan Alliance for Animal Agriculture, but did 
not wish to speak.  
 
At 1:29 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 2:31 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly; Sean Williams, 
Superintendent, Eaton RESA; and Dr. Brian Pyles testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to expand access to verifiable digital credentialing through the MILearner Wallet - 
Talent Profile. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly; Abby Cypher, 
Executive Director, Michigan Association of Administrators of Special Education (MAASE); 
and Dr. Kristine Gullen, Project Manager, MAASE, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for the Michigan Transition to Independence (MITTIN) initiative. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 



 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly; Sarah Winslow, 
Statewide Director, Project SEARCH (MAASE); and Jason Mellema, Superintendent, Ingham 
Intermediate School District, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Project SEARCH school to work training program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Ryan 
Fewins-Bliss, Executive Director, Michigan College Access Network, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for the Michigan College Access Network. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Glen 
Zollman, Director of State Partnerships, Accelerate Learning, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for an interactive, supplementary math tool through the 
Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Dr. Omar 
Hakim, Vice President of Education, Michigan Learning Channel, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for expanding the Michigan Learning Channel across the 
state. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Jamey 
Fitzpatrick, President and CEO, Michigan Virtual, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for Michigan Virtual. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Jason 
Mellema, Superintendent, Ingham Intermediate School District and Talent Together Board 
Member, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Talent Together 
Program to address Michigan's educator shortage. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nancy Bareham, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Tim Kelly, and Dr. David 
Richards, Executive Director, Future of Learning Council, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for the Future of Learning Council. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 3:41 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 3:44 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Marie Repovz, Office of State Representative Gregory Markkanen, and Jeremy Hendges, 
Executive Director, Michigan Center for Adult College Success, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for the Michigan Center for Adult College Success. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative VanWoerkom; Jeff Fortenbacher, CEO, Access Health; and Samantha Cornell, 
COO, Access Health, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to sustain the 
impact of the Access Health model. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative BeGole and Ben Frederick, Vice President of Advocacy and Government 
Relations, Memorial Healthcare, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
infrastructure projects at Memorial Healthcare in Owosso. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Bob Anderson, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Timmy Beson, and Alex 
Canepa, Policy Director, Fair Food Network, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item for the Double Up Food Bucks program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative DeBoer and Mark Pawlak, President, Holland Hospital, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for the Holland Community Health Center. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Fairbairn and Karen Cheeseman, President and CEO, Mackinac Straits Health 
System, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for robotic surgery 
investments at Mackinac Straits Health System. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie; Amber Depuydt Goodlock, System Manager, Bronson Healthcare; and 
Krista Fletcher, Grants Administrator, Bronson Healthcare, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for child sexual abuse prevention education through Bronson Health 
Foundation/Sexual Assault Services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Green testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Independent Living Alliance in Canton. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Lightner and Dr. Sheryl Kubiak, Dean, Wayne State University School of Social 
Work, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Wayne State 
University Center for Behavioral Health and Justice. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 5:05 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 5:16 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Martin and Bridgitt McCaughey, CEO, Families and Children Together (FACT), 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the FACT organization. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Neyer and Beth Nesbitt, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program Coordinator, 
McLaren Central Michigan, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) program at McLaren Central Michigan. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Outman; James Dimitriou, Director of Compliance, Sheridan Community 
Hospital; and Jerry Rizqallah, Board Chairman, Sheridan Community Hospital, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for matching funds for constructing a new 
hospital facility for Sheridan Community Hospital. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Jediah Baker, Legislative Aide, Office of State Representative Joseph Pavlov, and Patrick 
Patterson, President, Michigan Association of Recovery Community Organizations (MARCO), 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to provide grants to recovery 
community organizations. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz; Mike Hirst, Founder, Andy's Angels; and Judge Harvey Hoffman 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for housing through Andy's Place. 
Questions and discussion followed.  



 
 
Representative Tisdel and Jamie Ayers, Director of Victim Services, Common Ground, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Common Ground and its Victim 
Assistance Program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Ava Vitale, Legislative Aide, Office of State Representative Curt VanderWall, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for a postpartum mental health care and support 
program through Corewell Health. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wortz and JJ Hodshire, President and CEO, Hillsdale Hospital, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for projects at Hillsdale Hospital. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Daniel Jones, Executive Director, The Haven of Rest Ministries, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for recovery programs at The Haven 
of Rest. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Green and Nathan Kalasho, founder and Director, KEYS, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for wrap-around programs through KEYS: Kalasho 
Education and Youth Services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Dr. Bob Powell, CEO, Family Service and Children's Aid, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Family Service and Children's Aid 
Jackson County Guardian Services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Gregg Strand, Vice President of Advancement, Starr Commonwealth, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support programs at Starr 
Commonwealth. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Green and Dr. Sonia Hassan, Associate Vice-President, Wayne State University, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Wayne State University 
Office of Women's Health - Coordinating Center for the SOS Maternity Network. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Stephen Castle, CEO, Jackson Interfaith Shelter, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for projects at Jackson Interfaith Shelter. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Sarah Lewakowski, Executive Director, Mosaic Counseling, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Mosaic Counseling to expand its 
mental health services into additional counties. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Schmaltz; Peggy Cole, Development and Communications Director, St. Louis 
Center; and Fr. Satheesh Caniton Alphonse, CEO, St. Louis Center, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for projects at St. Louis Center in Chelsea. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt moved to excuse Representative Martus from the meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 



 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 6:59 PM. 
 
      
Representative Nancy Jenkins-Arno, Chair 
 
Marcus Coffin 
Committee Clerk 
mcoffin@house.mi.gov 


