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REP. NANCY JENKINS-ARNO 
CHAIR 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
Thursday, July 31, 2025 9:00 AM Room 519, House Office 

Building 
 
The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson and Cavitt. 
Absent: Reps. VanWoerkom and Martus. 
Excused: Reps. VanWoerkom and Martus. 

 
Representative Robinson moved to adopt the meeting minutes from July 29, 2025. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Cavitt and Steve Bieszki, representing the Black River Waterways Committee, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction of a dual 
rockwall jetty system at the mouth of the Black River in Alcona Township. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative St. Germaine testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to 
support a three-year field trial to manage M. wollei benthic cyanobacteria in the Lake St. Clair 
basin. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Borton and Steve Sendek testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item for the Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited to support river conservation 
and sustainability. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Prestin and Vickie Micheau, representing the Michigan Association of Fairs & 
Exhibitions, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Upper Peninsula 
State Fair Authority. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Ryan Tarrant, representing the Jackson County Chamber of 
Commerce/Experience Jackson, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
the City of Jackson for infrastructure improvements, including to Ella Sharp Park. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Kiff Hamp, representing Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for development of the Border to 
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Border (B2B) Trail through the Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Woolford and Shane Preston, representing Friends of North Ore Creek, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for preservation initiatives through Friends of 
North Ore Creek. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Wortz; Alan McClellan, representing the Branch County Fair Board; and Alyssa 
Blonde, representing the Branch County Fair, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to expand facilities at the Branch County Fair. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Liesl Netherland, Office of State Representative Joseph Aragona, and Dawn Flanigan and Dano 
Milunovich, both representing Global Interpreting Services, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for Have You Heard communication training for police officers through 
Global Interpreting Services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Stone Kelly, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Matthew Bierlein; Chief Ben 
Guile, representing the City of Vassar and the Vassar Police Department; and Chief Mike 
Rogers, representing the Vassar Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support construction of a new public safety building for the City of Vassar. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Jake Jelsema, Office of State Representative Nancy DeBoer, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to offset a portion of the cost of Park Township's acquisition and 
remodeling of the former U.S. Coast Guard station in Park Township to serve as the Park 
Township Fire Department's Marine Division Station 3. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
At 10:55 AM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 11:11 AM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Frisbie and Chief Aaron Phipps, representing the Albion Department of Public 
Safety, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to assist the City of Albion 
with purchasing body cameras and managing associated data. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Green testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
Watertown Township's purchase of a fire truck and associated equipment. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Chelsea Alcock, Office of State Representative Mike Harris, and Chief Matthew Nye, 
representing the Waterford Regional Fire Department, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support construction of a modern regional fire station in the Charter 
Township of Waterford. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Johnsen; Eric Zuzga, representing Barry County; and David Jackson, 
representing the Barry County Board of Commissioners, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support construction of a modern facility to house the county jail, 
Barry County Sheriff's offices, and the Barry County Emergency Operations Center. Questions 
and discussion followed. 



 
 
Representative Johnsen and Lance Langdon, representing Ionia County Central Dispatch, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to enhance emergency 
communication infrastructure in Ionia County. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Alex Dempsey, Office of State Representative Tom Kunse, and Cathey Prudhomme, 
representing Eagle Village, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
Children's Advocacy Centers through Eagle Village. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Prestin and Manager James McNeil, representing the City of Escanaba, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the City of Escanaba's purchase of 
a new fire truck. Questions and discussions followed. 
 
Representative Prestin; Manager Brett Botbyl, representing the City of Menominee; and Mike 
Thorsen, representing Infrastructure Alternatives, Inc., testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for fire suppression water infrastructure in the City of Menominee's 
industrial park. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Chief Kevin Kazyak, representing the Chelsea Police Department, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support the Chelsea Police 
Department's purchase and deployment of automated license plate readers. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Jackson County Sheriff Gary Schuette testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for construction projects at the Chanter Road Jail Facility in 
Jackson. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Schmaltz and Michael Wilson, representing the VFW National Home, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item to support an expansion project at the VFW 
National Home in Eaton Rapids. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Steele and Chief John LeRoy, representing the Bloomfield Township Fire 
Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support construction 
of a new replacement for Fire Station 3 in Bloomfield Township. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Thompson testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for 
establishing an Emergency Operations Center in Wayne County. Questions and discussion 
followed with Representative Thompson and Samer Jaafar, representing Wayne County 
Homeland Security & Emergency Management. 
 
Representative Woolford and Daniel DiBardino, representing Crime Stoppers of Michigan, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for Crime Stoppers of Michigan. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Woolford and Bobby Brite, representing American Legion Devereaux Post 141, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for infrastructure improvements at 
American Legion Devereaux Post 141. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Woolford; Therese Cremonte, representing Livingston County Emergency 
Management; David Feldpausch, representing Livingston County EMS; Nick Fiani, representing 
the Livingston County Board of Commissioners; and Chief Adam Carroll, representing the 
Hartland Deerfield Fire Authority, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
for installation of a video wall for the Livingston County 911 Central Dispatch. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Woolford and Joshua Parish, representing VETLIFE, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for the Battle Buddy program through VETLIFE. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
At 1:53 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 3:02 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back order. 
 
Liesl Netherland, Office of State Representative Joseph Aragona, and Bryan Santo and Scott 
Wanagat, both representing the Macomb County Department of Roads, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for improvements to Rivergate Drive in Clinton Township. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Liesl Netherland, Office of State Representative Joseph Aragona, and Supervisor Frank Viviano 
and Treasurer Leon Drolet, both representing Macomb Township, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for construction of a boulevard at Broughton Road in 
Macomb Township. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Borton; John Rogers, representing the Kalkaska County Road Commission; and 
Martin Ruiter, representing Hobbs+Black Architects, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for construction of a new facility for the Kalkaska County Road 
Commission. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Michael Goschka, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative William Bruck, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for construction of an underpass and grade 
separation at the CSX rail crossing on West Elm Avenue in Monroe. Questions and discussion 
followed.  
 
Sherry Sofia, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Phil Green, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item for replacement of the Frances Road bridge over 
Butternut Creek in Genesee County. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Nick Miller, Office of State Representative Jaime Greene, and William Hazelton, representing 
the St. Clair County Road Commission, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item for replacement of the Palms Road Bridge over Smiths Creek in St. Clair County. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Nick Miller, Office of State Representative Jaime Greene, and William Hazelton, representing 
the St. Clair County Road Commission, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to replace the Sterling Road Culvert over Lynn-Mussey State Drain in St. Clair County. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Johnsen and Dave Liddell, representing the Barry County Road Commission, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for replacement of the river crossing 
where Brown Road crosses the Little Thornapple River in Barry County. Questions and 
discussion followed.  
 
Representative Linting; Andrew Kandrevas, representing Wayne County; and Dayo Akinyemi, 
representing the Wayne County Department of Public Services, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for replacement of a bridge in Grosse Ile. Questions and 
discussion followed.   
 
Representative Linting; Andrew Kandrevas, representing Wayne County; and Dayo Akinyemi, 
representing the Wayne County Department of Public Services, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for replacement of the West Road bridge in Trenton. 
Questions and discussion followed.   
 
Matt Criado-Cano, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Luke Meerman, and 
Kenneth Hulka, representing the Muskegon County Road Commission, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item for repair of Blackmer Road in Ravenna Township. 
Questions and discussion followed.   
 
Representative Neyer and David Martin Stevens, representing American Mitsuba Corporation, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a feasibility study for 
construction of a northbound entrance ramp in Mount Pleasant near the intersection of US-127 
Business Route and South Mission Road. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Megan Morris, on behalf of President and CEO Erin Strang, representing Central Michigan 
University Research Corporation, submitted a testimony card supporting a legislatively directed 
spending item for a feasibility study for construction of a northbound entrance ramp in Mount 
Pleasant near the intersection of US-127 Business Route and South Mission Road, but did not 
wish to speak. 
 
Kati Mora, representing Middle Michigan Development Corporation, submitted a testimony card 
supporting a legislatively directed spending item for a feasibility study for construction of a 
northbound entrance ramp in Mount Pleasant near the intersection of US-127 Business Route 
and South Mission Road, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Cameron Bruneau, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative David Prestin, and John 
Walton and Mike McTiver, representing the Luce County Road Commission, testified in support 
of a legislatively directed spending item to support a paving project of County Road 407 and 
County Road 410 in Luce County. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Woolford; Manager Erv Suida, representing the City of Howell; and Chief 
Michael Dunn, representing the Howell Police Department, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item for infrastructure improvements at the D-19 and I-96 interchange in 
Howell. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Wozniak and Supervisor Rick Stathakis and Deputy Supervisor Lynde Oddo, 
both representing Shelby Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
for reconstruction of a portion of Schoenherr Road in Shelby Township. Questions and 
discussion followed. 



 
 
At 5:04 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease. 
 
At 5:16 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Alexander and Mayor Rob Butler, representing the City of Croswell, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for water infrastructure improvements in the 
City of Croswell. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Alexander testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for water 
infrastructure improvements in the Village of Carsonville. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Alexander and Supervisor Tim Heiden, representing the Village of Peck, testified 
in support of a legislatively directed spending item for water and sewer infrastructure to enhance 
essential services in the Village of Peck. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Stone Kelly, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Matthew Bierlein and Manager 
Bridget Smith, representing the City of Frankenmuth, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support construction of a filtration system at the City of Frankenmuth's 
Water Resource Recovery Facility. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Stone Kelly, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Matthew Bierlein, and 
Supervisor Dan Bauer, representing Denmark Township, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to address deficiencies with Denmark Township's water treatment 
lagoons. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Spencer Good, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Joseph Fox, and Manager 
Marcus Peccia, representing the City of Cadillac, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to address PFAS contamination in private wells in Cadillac by connecting 
customers to the City's municipal water system. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Jediah Baker, Legislative Aide, Office of State Representative Joseph Pavlov, and Manager 
Quentin Bishop, Michael Booth, and Bari Wrubel, all representing the City of Marysville, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for a seawall project at the City's 
water filtration plant. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
 
Cameron Bruneau, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative David Prestin, and 
Manager James McNeil, representing the City of Escanaba, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support the replacement of deficient water mains and lead service lines 
in Escanaba. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Cameron Bruneau, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative David Prestin, and Rory 
Mattson and Jesse Viau testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Hannahville Indian Community to conduct a scoping project to evaluate and summarize 
wastewater collection options around the shoreline north of the Escanaba River. Questions and 
discussion followed.  
 



 
Luke Derheim, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Bill Schuette, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for improvements to the sanitary sewer lift 
station that serves the City of Coleman's industrial district. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Steele and Supervisor Chris Barnett, representing Orion Township, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Orion Township Recreation Center 
Redesign Project. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Alex Dempsey, Office of State Representative Tom Kunse, and Supervisor Jason Kruse, 
representing Green Charter Township, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to offset legal costs that the township has incurred for litigation associated with the Gotion 
project. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Cavitt moved to excuse Representatives VanWoerkom and Martus from the 
meeting. There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 6:37 PM. 
 
      
Representative Nancy Jenkins-Arno, Chair 
 
Marcus Coffin 
Committee Clerk 
mcoffin@house.mi.gov 


