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The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor and Economic Opportunity was called to 
order by Chair Jenkins-Arno. 
 
The Chair requested attendance to be called: 

Present: Reps. Jenkins-Arno, Robinson, VanWoerkom and Cavitt. 
Absent: Rep. Martus. 
Excused: None. 

 
Representative Robinson made a motion to adopt the meeting minutes from March 11, 2026. 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.  
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie, and Dr. Bishop 
Tino Smith, representing Greater Kingdom International Inc., testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support revitalization and redevelopment of Orchard Park 
as a publicly accessible recreational and community wellness space. Questions and discussion 
followed.  
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie, and Rev. Dr. 
Monique French, representing Washington Heights United Methodist Church and Community, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Healthy Homes and 
Homeownership Stabilization Project. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie, and Rev. Dr. 
Monique French, representing Washington Heights United Methodist Church and Community, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support Washington Heights 
United Methodist Church and Community's winter food stability program. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Sam Larey, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Steve Frisbie, and Amanda 
Collins, representing Haven of Rest Ministries, testified in support of a legislatively directed 
spending item to support Haven of Rest Ministries' men's and women's life recovery programs. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Neyer and Rose Shufelt, representing McLaren Central Michigan, testified in 
support of a legislatively directed spending item for the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) 
program at McLaren Central Michigan. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Neyer testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
restoration of the Ammi Wright Home in Gratiot County. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Jacob Boyer, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Pat Outman; Ryan Wilson, 
representing the Ionia County Economic Alliance; and Amy Herbruck, representing the 
Michigan Center for 21st Century Teaching and Learning, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to establish a permanent location for the IM Kids 3rd Meal program. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative VanWoerkom and Gregory Coil, representing the Tri-Cities Family YMCA, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support infrastructure 
improvements and upgrades at the Tri-Cities Family YMCA and to expand access to programs 
and services. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative VanWoerkom and Samantha Cornell and Miranda Fowler, both representing 
Access Health, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to sustain the impact 
of the Access Health model. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative VanWoerkom and Sarah Lewakowski and Stephanie Szymas, both representing 
Mosaic Counseling, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to expand 
Mosaic Counseling's mental health services into additional areas of the state. Questions and 
discussion followed.   
 
Representative Brenda Carter and Yohannes Bolds and Margaret Hall, both representing Take 
One Community Program, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support 
a homelessness project for youth and young adults through the Take One Community Program. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Dievendorf; Dr. Paul Elam, representing the Michigan Public Health Institute; 
Marlon Beard, representing Advance Peace; and Amanda Darche, representing the Ingham 
County Health Department, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the 
Advance Peace program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Martin and Bridgitt McCaughey, representing Families and Children Together 
(FACT), testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item for the FACT organization. 
Questions and discussion followed.  
 
At 3:01 PM, the Chair laid the subcommittee at ease.  
 
At 3:12 PM, the Chair called the subcommittee back to order. 
 
Representative Tate and Veronika Scott, representing Empowerment Plan, testified in support of 
a legislatively directed spending item to support Empowerment Plan and to scale the program's 
impact. Questions and discussion followed. 
 



 
Representative Tate and Brother Gary Wegner, Brother Tien Dinh, and Jacob Winder, all 
representing the Capuchin Soup Kitchen, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to support construction of a new mixed-use building for the organization. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Representative Tate and Joel Arnold, representing Communities First, Inc., testified in support of 
a legislatively directed spending item to support historic renovation and new construction of a 
mixed-use development in Detroit's Islandview Neighborhood. Questions and discussion 
followed.  
 
Representative Tate and Bobby Christian, representing the Eastside Colts, testified in support of 
a legislatively directed spending item to expand targeted wraparound services for at-risk youth 
and families in Detroit's Eastside. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Scott Ray, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative Parker Fairbairn, and Chairman 
Austin Lowes, representing the Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to construct permanent supportive housing infrastructure. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Mindy Fernandes, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative John Roth, and Laura 
Glenn, representing Munson Healthcare, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending 
item to support costs associated with an adult crisis residential unit at the Grand Traverse Mental 
Health Crisis and Access Center. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Mindy Fernandes, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative John Roth, and Frank 
Waters, representing the Michigan Primary Care Association, testified in support of a 
legislatively directed spending item to support the Health Center Careers Training Program. 
Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Mindy Fernandes, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative John Roth, and Amy 
Ghannam, representing the Michigan Fitness Foundation, testified in support of a legislatively 
directed spending item to support the Michigan Farm to Family Community Supported 
Agriculture Program. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Mindy Fernandes, Legislative Director, Office of State Representative John Roth, and Jennie 
Pollak, representing Michigan 211, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item 
to support Michigan 211's programs and centers. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Rogers and Michelle Hargrave, representing the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 
testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to support replacement of the 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts' current fire suppression system with a clean-agent fire suppression 
system. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Rogers, Representative Longjohn, and Susan Rosas, representing the Young 
Women's Christian Association (YWCA) of Kalamazoo, testified in support of legislatively 
directed spending items to support YWCA of Kalamazoo's victim services and maternal and 
child health programs. Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Longjohn and Frank Waters, representing the Michigan Primary Care 
Association, testified in support of a legislatively directed spending item to address 



 
uncompensated care provided by federally qualified health centers. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Representative Hoskins and Dr. Colleen Allen, representing the Autism Alliance of Michigan, 
testified in support a legislatively directed spending item to support the Autism Alliance of 
Michigan's Navigator Program. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cavitt moved to excuse Representative Martus from the meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.  
 
There being no further business before the subcommittee, Chair Jenkins-Arno adjourned the 
meeting at 5:03 PM. 
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