
Legislative Outline for Wastewater Study 

Primary Justification: This utility infrastructure study (wastewater) is the last needed item to address 

the full scope of environmental contamination and economic development along P Rd. and the 

surrounding area in Wells Township Michigan. Environmental contamination/problems & the lack of 

economic development persist despite over $29 million in investment having been made, including but 

not limited to: groundwater monitoring, cleanup of contaminated ground water, demolition & removal of 

industrial structures from the early 1900's, wastewater plant/water plant upgrades, and a comprehensive 

utility water system study that was just completed. 

If municipal water & wastewater services were available in this portion of Wells Township, current & 

additional environmental contamination would be addressed, economic development would be more 

feasible along this highly desired waterfront and therefore enhancing job creation. This one issue (utility 

water & wastewater infrastructure) is now the limiting factor in this area for any new growth. 

• Current Environmental Issues: 

► Drinking water problem sites (contamination & aquifer capacity) 

► PFAS contamination 

► Residential & business septic fields & drilled wells 

► Soils with underlying rock severely limit ground infiltration disposal 

► Direct point source contamination into Lake Michigan 

• Water & Wastewater Future Economic & Environmental Benefits: 

► Housing development-one of the top identified needed priorities in the area 

► Public water & wastewater systems would allow for the development of higher density & 

quality housing 

► Public water & wastewater systems would stop any additional contamination by septic 

fields & drilled wells 

► High quality light industries can be developed 

► Commercial road-side businesses can be developed 

► Development of additional tourist & recreational opportunities associated with and 

adjacent to Lake Michigan 

► Job creation 

• Current P Rd. Residential Housing- approx. 150 homes, scattered businesses and a 117 room 

Hotel (Terrace Bay) that are all presently using drilled wells and septic fields 

• Potential Housing Development Land-Base: The Hannahville property located in this area is one 

of a limit few ready for housing development that does not contain wetlands. Most of the 

remaining undisturbed land-base in the south-central U.P. contain wetlands. 

• Hannahville Property: 

► Areas 2 & 3- housing development: desirable waterfront locations; 300-500 units 

► Area 4-commercial/industrial development 
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Appendix B: 4 Project Areas 
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PROPOSED SANITARY ROUTE 

FROM HANNAHVILLE TO ESCANABA DELTA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
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