


CR25-005     January 21, 2025 

RE: CITY COMMISSION – Support for the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute 
Enrollment Growth Project. 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the City of Adrian recognizes the significant contributions of the Sam Beauford 
Woodworking Institute (SBWI) in providing exceptional educational programs, vocational training, 
and promoting the arts, trades, & forest products industry within the community; and 

WHEREAS, SBWI is undertaking an Enrollment Growth Project aimed at expanding its 
capacity to educate more students, thereby enhancing educational opportunities, workforce 
development, and economic growth within the City; and 

WHEREAS, supporting SBWI's Enrollment Growth Project aligns with the City's commitment 
to fostering educational excellence, economic development, and cultural enrichment; and 

WHEREAS, the expansion of SBWI through the Enrollment Growth Project will have a 
positive impact on the community by increasing access to education, creating job opportunities, 
and promoting artisan skills; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Adrian City Commission resolves as follows: 

1. That the City of Adrian hereby expresses its full support for the Enrollment Growth Project being 
carried out by the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute. 

Moved by:        Commissioner Behnke 
Seconded by:   Commissioner Castleberry 

The motion to adopt the resolution was approved by a 7-0 roll-call vote. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
                                       ss 
COUNTY OF LENAWEE) 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City Commission of 
the City of Adrian, County of Lenawee, State of Michigan, at a Regular Meeting held on January 21, 2025 and 
that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant of Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, including 
in the case of a special or rescheduled meeting, notice by publication or posting at least eighteen hours prior to 
the time set for the meeting.    

__________________________ 
Christy Low   
City Clerk 
Adrian, Michigan 
Dated this 22nd day of January, 2025 

135 E. Maumee St. • Adrian, Michigan 

49221 Office of the City Clerk 



CR25-004 January 21, 2025 

RE: CITY COMMISSION – Recognition of the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute 
as an institution of higher education. 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the City of Adrian is committed to fostering educational excellence and supporting 
institutions that provide higher education opportunities to its residents; and 

WHEREAS, two distinguished institutions of higher learning—Adrian College and Siena Heights 
University—are currently headquartered in the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute (SBWI) has demonstrated a commitment to 
providing comprehensive educational programs in the forest products industry, carpentry, furniture 
design, and related fields; and 

WHEREAS, SBWI meets the criteria of an educational institution by offering structured 
curricula, qualified instructors, and recognized certifications; and 

WHEREAS, SBWI meets the criteria of an educational institution by institutional and programmatic 
accreditation through The Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC), a recognized 
accrediting agency through the U.S. Department of Education; and 

WHEREAS, recognizing SBWI as a college enhances the educational landscape of Adrian, 
promotes diversity in educational offerings, and contributes to the city's reputation as a center for 
learning and the arts; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Adrian City Commission resolves as follows: 

1. That the City of Adrian hereby formally recognizes the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute as 
a third college with its principal place of operations within the City of Adrian. 

2. That the City supports the ongoing efforts of SBWI to provide quality higher education and 
encourages collaboration between it and other educational institutions and community 
organizations. 

Moved by:        Commissioner Miller 
Seconded by:   Commissioner Roberts 

The motion to adopt the resolution was approved by a 7-0 roll-call vote. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
                                       ss 
COUNTY OF LENAWEE) 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City Commission of 
the City of Adrian, County of Lenawee, State of Michigan, at a Regular Meeting held on January 21, 2025 and 
that public notice of said meeting was given pursuant of Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, including 
in the case of a special or rescheduled meeting, notice by publication or posting at least eighteen hours prior to 
the time set for the meeting.    

135 E. Maumee St. • Adrian, Michigan 

49221 Office of the City Clerk 



__________________________ 
Christy Low   
City Clerk 
Adrian, Michigan 
Dated this 22nd day of January, 2025 



CR24-128    November 18, 2024 

RE: ADMINISTRATION – OPTION FOR THE SALE OF PROPERTY TO SAM BEAUFORD 
WOODWORKING INSTITUTE 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, at a work session discussion held on November 4, 2024, the Adrian City 
Commission discussed the terms of an option agreement for the purchase and sale of a portion of 
the Witt farm property to the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute; and 

WHEREAS, the parties exchanged and agreed upon a Term Sheet incorporating the elements 
of the proposed option agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the City Administrator recommends approval of an option agreement for the sale 
of approximately 21.25 acres of land as described in the said term sheet to the Sam Beauford 
Woodworking Institute, with the sale price for that portion of the land that was historically farmland 
to be $8,000 per acre and the sale price for the balance of the land, currently wooded, to be $10 
per acre; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Adrian City Commission, by this resolution, 
approves the City’s entry into an option agreement for the sale of land on the terms described in 
the said term sheet and herein, in a form acceptable to the City Attorney; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Adrian City Commission authorizes the City 
Administrator to execute the option agreement and to do each and every thing necessary to 
effectuate the sale of that certain land, as provided for in the option agreement, and to execute a 
deed and any other required closing documents for the sale of the said land, on behalf of the City, 
according to the terms provided for herein. 

Moved by:        Commissioner Roberts 
Seconded by:   Commissioner Castleberry 

The motion to adopt the resolution was approved by a 7-0 roll-call vote. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
                                       ss 
COUNTY OF LENAWEE) 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Commission of the City of Adrian, County of Lenawee, State of Michigan, at a Regular 
Meeting held on November 18, 2024 and that public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant of Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, including in the case of a special 
or rescheduled meeting, notice by publication or posting at least eighteen hours prior to 
the time set for the meeting.      

135 E. Maumee St. • Adrian, Michigan 

49221 Office of the City Clerk 



__________________________ 
Christy Low   
City Clerk 
Adrian, Michigan 
Dated this 22nd day of January, 2025 



College of 
Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources 

Department of Forestry 

Natural Resources Building 
480 Wilson Road, Room 126 

East Lansing, MI 
48824-1222 

Telephone: 517 / 355-0090 
Fax: 517 / 432-1143 

December 12, 2024 

To Whom It Way Concern, 

I am pleased to offer my support for the Enrollment Growth Project at the Sam Beauford 
Woodworking Institute (SBWI). This expansion of SBWI’s footprint and capacity aligns with 
the objectives of MassTimber@MSU, a program I lead at Michigan State University 
dedicated to advancing mass timber construction and manufacturing in Michigan and the 
broader region through outreach, communications, education, research, policy, and 
partnerships. Our network comprises hundreds of practitioners and stakeholders— 
including architects, engineers, contractors, policymakers, academics and forest managers 
—united in pursuing a shared vision: to make mass timber a cornerstone of sustainable 
construction and economic vitality in the Great Lakes region. 

The Enrollment Growth Project supports the evolving needs of our network. Once 
operational, the expanded program will equip students, contractors, engineers, and 
architects with the specialized skills needed to confidently source, design, fabricate, and 
install mass and heavy timber components. 

This workforce development focus is essential. Widespread adoption of mass timber is not 
only about choosing a more sustainable building material—it’s also about ensuring we 
have the skilled professionals to translate that potential into real projects that support 
forest health, strengthen local manufacturing, and advance community resilience. The 
Enrollment Growth Project places an emphasis on engaging underserved and 
underrepresented populations, helping ensure that the benefits of a growing mass timber 
market are shared equitably. This is especially vital as our region seeks sustainable 
economic development strategies that center on locally sourced, renewable resources and 
inclusive opportunity. 

In my two decades working at the intersection of climate action, sustainable resource 
policy, and equitable community development, I have seen firsthand that combining 
workforce readiness, educational excellence, and industry engagement can transform 
emerging markets into thriving, resilient sectors. The Enrollment Growth Project aims to 
create exactly these conditions—preparing the way for a world-class training environment 
that will not only elevate mass timber expertise in Michigan but also help propel the entire 
industry forward. 

MassTimber@MSU is committed to collaborating with organizations like SBWI that share 
our vision for a robust, sustainable mass timber sector. I am excited about the potential for 
the Enrollment Growth Project to yield lasting positive impacts for the region’s economy, 
workforce, and forests. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Lupien 
Director, MassTimber@MSU 
lupiensa@msu.edu/510-681-3171 

https://lupiensa@msu.edu/510-681-3171






STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
LANSING 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

M. SCOTT BOWEN 
DIRECTOR 

October 28, 2024 

Adrian City Commission 
Adrian City Hall 
135 E. Maumee St. 
Adrian, Michigan 49221 

Dear Adrian City Commissioners: 

SUBJECT: Support for the SBWI Enrollment Growth Project 

I am writing to express my strong support for the Enrollment Growth project by the 
Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute for the development of their expanded campus. 
This initiative not only aims to bolster educational opportunities but also offers 
significant long-term benefits to Michigan’s natural resources, economic development, 
and sustainable forestry practices. 

As you may be aware, Michigan's natural resources are not only pivotal for our 
ecological health but also serve as a keystone for economic vitality. The expansion of 
the Woodworking Institute promotes the importance of skill development in 
woodworking—a craft that not only honors traditional practices but also aligns well with 
contemporary sustainable approaches, such as mass timber utilization. By investing in 
educating the next generation of woodworking professionals, we foster a skilled 
workforce that is knowledgeable about the sustainable management and utilization of 
our forest resources. 

This proposed land sale will play a crucial role in empowering local artisans and 
encouraging the advancement of woodworking skills—including innovative 
technologies and practices to effectively harness and utilize fast-growing species of 
trees. Mass timber, which is gaining traction as a sustainable building material, relies 
heavily on skilled woodworking professionals who can not only design and implement 
wood structures but also prioritize sustainability in their work. The growth of this 
industry will not only lead to job creation but also support forest management that 
balances harvested timber with the need to preserve and protect our natural 
landscapes. 

Moreover, the integration of mass timber in the construction of the new institute 
highlights a move toward innovative and environmentally friendly building methods. 
Mass timber products significantly lower carbon footprints when compared to 
traditional construction materials while promoting effective carbon storage. 
Implementing mass timber showcases commitment to natural resource stewardship 
and sends a powerful message about sustainable development. 

CONSTITUTION HALL • 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528 
www.michigan.gov/dnr • (517) 284-MDNR(6367) 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr


Adrian City Commissioners 
Page 2 
October 28, 2024 

Additionally, the Woodworking Institute can become a vital hub for community 
engagement, where residents can gain hands-on training and knowledge about 
sustainable practices, contributing to both economic growth and environmental 
stewardship. This alignment with the principles of sustainable natural resource 
management is markedly beneficial, as it helps to ensure that our forests can be utilized 
responsibly and regeneratively for generations to come. 

As an avid woodworker myself, I fully support the institute’s request and consider the 
land sale necessary for the realization of this vision. I believe that by fostering 
woodworking expertise, we not only strengthen the local economy but also exemplify 
responsible stewardship of our state’s abundant natural resources. I encourage the 
decision-makers of Adrian to consider the long-term benefits this campus development 
brings, not only to Lenawee County but to the broader community as well.   

Thank you for considering this important advancement for your community and the state 
of Michigan. Should you wish to discuss this matter further or require any additional 
information on how we can collaborate to support this initiative, please do not hesitate to 
reach out. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Mohney   
Senior Lands Program Manager 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Public Lands, Executive Division 
989-387-8189 









woodworks.org 
info@woodworks.org 

WoodWorks | Wood Products Council 
1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20004 

WoodWorks – Wood Products Council 
1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20004 

December 17, 2024 

Review Committee 
Wood Innovation Grants 2025 

Project:  The Enrollment Growth Project 

WoodWorks – Wood Products Council supports Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute (SBWI) in their 
2025 Wood Innovation Grant application. This project is to complete requirements necessary for a 
commercial construction project that uses mass timber and heavy timber as the primary building 
material, including architectural and engineering designs, cost analyses, civil, MEP, and permitting 
necessary. The commercial construction project is to expand a school's programs to train workforce 
development for the mass timber and heavy timber industry.   

WoodWorks will assist the project team in this endeavor as well as disseminating the result via our social 
media channels and education events. WoodWorks is in place nationally conducting AEC education and 
providing project assistance to help increase the use of wood in non-residential and multi-family 
buildings.  Jason Reynolds is the WoodWorks Senior Director overseeing WoodWorks Construction 
Management Program. Jason will continue to be involved in any synergies between this program and 
the WoodWorks program. 

WoodWorks views this proposal as important as it aligns with and supports the WoodWorks goal of 
expanding markets for wood products through education and outreach.   WoodWorks will engage as 
needed to help this project be successful. 

Sincerely, 

Heather Strong, Senior Director – Project Resources & Solutions Division 
WoodWorks – Wood Products Council 

mailto:info@woodworks.org
https://woodworks.org


5285 West US-223, Suite A 
Adrian, MI   49221 

517.265.5141 phone 
517.913.6044 facsimile 

www.lenaweenow.org 

To whom it may concern, 

On behalf of Lenawee Now, I am pleased to offer this letter of support for the Sam Beauford 
Woodworking Institute’s (SBWI) Enrollment Growth Project. This initiative represents a significant 
opportunity for economic development in Adrian and Lenawee County, and its impact will be felt 
for many years to come. 

The addition of another college in Adrian brings numerous economic benefits to the region. SBWI’s 
unique focus on fine woodworking and skilled trades education, paired with its continuing 
education courses, will attract students from across the country. These traveling students will 
contribute to the local economy by utilizing lodging, dining, and other services during their stay, 
injecting valuable revenue into local businesses. Furthermore, as a college, SBWI will create jobs, 
both directly and indirectly, as part of its operations and growth. 

This project also presents exciting opportunities for collaboration with our local educational 
institutions, including the LISD Tech Center, Adrian College, Siena Heights University, and the Align 
Center for Workforce Development. These partnerships will allow for shared resources, expanded 
program offerings, and innovative joint initiatives that will strengthen Adrian’s reputation as a 
thriving educational hub. The alignment between these institutions will further enhance the 
region’s ability to prepare students for meaningful careers, especially in industries where there is 
high demand for skilled labor. 

In addition to the economic benefits, SBWI’s expansion will have a profound impact on students. 
By providing hands-on, industry-focused education, the institute will help build a robust talent 
pipeline that supports the local economy. This will not only meet the needs of local employers but 
will also position Lenawee County as a destination for high-quality, specialized education in the 
skilled trades. In doing so, we will retain talent in the region, creating a sustainable workforce and 
further solidifying Lenawee County’s role in Michigan’s economic future. 

I strongly encourage community wide support for the SBWI Enrollment Growth Project and 
recognize the critical role it plays in driving economic and educational development in our 
community. The investment in this project is an investment in Lenawee County's future, and we are 
excited to see the positive outcomes it will bring. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Farver 
Executive Director 

http://www.lenaweenow.org/
http://www.lenaweenow.org/




October 25, 2024 

To Whom it May Concern: 

As Superintendent of Adrian Public Schools, my top priority is ensuring that our students have 
access to the best possible opportunities for their futures. That’s why I am so enthusiastic about 
the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute and their Enrollment Growth Project. The impact this 
initiative will have on students in our district—and beyond—is significant and deeply needed. 

One of the biggest challenges our students face is finding meaningful, hands-on learning 
experiences that prepare them for real-world careers. SBWI offers exactly that. Their programs 
don’t just teach carpentry—they provide students with the practical skills, confidence, and 
creativity needed to thrive in today’s workforce. This project will expand those opportunities, 
allowing even more students to engage in skilled trades education, something that’s becoming 
increasingly rare in traditional schooling environments. 

SBWI will give students access to an environment where learning is hands-on and focused on 
building tangible skills. In a world that’s often so focused on abstract concepts, the chance to 
create something with your own two hands can be incredibly empowering for students. It 
teaches problem-solving, discipline, and attention to detail—all essential life skills, regardless of 
career path. 

What I find particularly exciting is how this project aligns with the needs of our students. It opens 
doors for those who might not see themselves in a traditional college setting but still have 
tremendous potential. SBWI’s focus on skilled trades education fills a critical gap, offering a path 
for students to pursue high-demand careers that are fulfilling and sustainable. 

This project also has the potential to inspire a love of learning and craftsmanship that students 
can carry with them for the rest of their lives. It’s about more than just career readiness; it’s 
about fostering a sense of purpose and giving students the tools to succeed in whatever they 
choose to pursue. 

I wholeheartedly support SBWI’s Enrollment Growth Project and believe it will make a lasting 
impact on our students and community. By investing in SBWI, we are investing in the future of 
our students—giving them the skills and opportunities they need to build successful, rewarding 
careers. 

Sincerely, 
Nate Parker 
Superintendent, Adrian Public Schools 



299 PRATT RD, ALSTEAD, NH 03602 
TEL: 833-862-7376 
WEB: www.tfguild.org 

10/23/2024 

On behalf of the Timber Framers Guild (TFG), I am pleased to offer my support for the Sam Beauford 
Woodworking Institute (SBWI) and its Enrollment Growth Project. As the Executive Director of the 
Timber Framers Guild and one of the carpenters fortunate enough to work on the Notre Dame Cathedral 
restoration, I am deeply aware of the importance of passing down craftsmanship to future generations. 
SBWI’s commitment to hands-on education and its vision for expanding its programs align perfectly with 
the Guild’s mission to advance timber framing through research, education, and the development of 
skilled carpenters. 

The need for well-trained carpenters has never been greater. SBWI plays a crucial role in addressing this 
challenge by offering students the skills they need to enter the workforce as competent, confident 
woodworkers. 

The Timber Framers Guild has partnered with Luke Barnett and SBWI on numerous occasions with great 
success. Together, we have been able to advance the craft through workshops and educational programs 
that serve both professionals and the public. SBWI’s commitment to education and its focus on growing 
the next generation has been invaluable to our shared goals of enriching communities through craft. 

By expanding its reach and capacity through the Enrollment Growth Project, SBWI is preparing to meet 
the increasing demand for skilled carpenters, while fostering a deeper appreciation for the art and science 
of timber framing. This project will help build the foundation of a sustainable workforce, not only for the 
timber framing industry but for the broader construction and craft sectors. 

I strongly encourage support for SBWI’s Enrollment Growth Project. The impact of this initiative will be 
felt not just locally in Adrian, but across the country as it strengthens the craft of timber framing and helps 
meet the growing need for skilled tradespeople. 

Sincerely, 
Jackson DuBois 

Jackson B DuBois 
Cell: (646) 591-4443 

email: ed@tfguild.org 

Enriching Community Through Craft 

mailto:eric@tfguild.org
https://www.tfguild.org




Founder 

Frank Baker 

To whom is may concern, 

As the founder of Riverbend Timber Framing, I am writing to express my strong support for the 

Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute (SBWI) and its Enrollment Growth Project. Over the years, 
I’ve witnessed firsthand the challenges our industry faces in finding skilled craftsmen to meet the 

growing demand for timber framing and related trades. 

The shortage of workers is one of the greatest hurdles we encountered. We were forced to take 

unusual steps to train and recruit skilled personnel. Over the years we conducted 50 onsite timber 

frame workshops to train and develop timber framers. We also collaborated with the local schools 

until the schools dropped woodshop classes and drafting classes. We also were cofounders of the 

Timber Framers Guild based in New Hampshire to conduct education and research in Timber 

Frame construction. This is where SBWI plays a critical role. 

The institute is providing the kind of hands-on, high-quality education that is desperately needed to 

train the next generation of craftsmen. By expanding their offerings through the Enrollment 
Growth Project, SBWI will not only help solve the labor shortage but also ensure that the artistry 

and skills required for timber framing continue to thrive. Michigan has a rich forestry history and a 

surplus of forest stock which is well suited to timber framing and production of engineered wood 

materials which are increasingly sought after to satisfy the growing need for sustainable, green 

construction. The growing demand for timber frame homes and sustainable construction practices 

means that our industry needs workers who are not only technically skilled but also understand the 

traditions and precision of working with wood while mastering new manufacturing technologies. 

SBWI is uniquely positioned to meet this demand by training students in both the technical aspects 

of woodworking and the craft itself. Their graduates leave with the experience and expertise needed 

to step directly into the workforce, and this kind of workforce development is something our 

industry cannot succeed without. Michigan stands to be a leader in this educational effort as the 

only degree granting school associated with the Timber Frame Industry. 

I strongly encourage you to support the SBWI Enrollment Growth Project. It is a critical 
investment in the future of skilled trades, and it will have a direct and lasting impact on companies 

like Riverbend Timber Framing other related companies as well as the broader construction 

industry. 





My name is Dave Redlin, I am the President of the Society of American Period Furniture Makers. I 
want to express our enthusiastic support for the Sam Beauford Woodworking Institute and its plans 
to expand through the Enrollment Growth Project. SAPFM believes that true craftsmanship, 
especially in period furniture making, is as much about preserving history as it is about advancing 
skill, and SBWI embodies this belief to its core. 

There are few places left in America that focus on teaching these traditional techniques with such 
dedication. SBWI is one of them, and their students are mastering skills that might otherwise be 
lost to time. These skills require an intensive, hands-on learning environment, and SBWI is leading 
the way. Their approach goes beyond technical training—it builds appreciation and respect for the 
artistry, the heritage, and the craftsmanship that define period furniture making. 

The Enrollment Growth Project is about building a future for this craft. It’s about giving more 
students the chance to learn, to create, and to carry forward the skills that our members have spent 
their lives refining. 

Supporting SBWI’s growth is a way of ensuring that period furniture making remains a respected 
and valued art form. We wholeheartedly back this project and encourage others to do the same. 

Best Regards, 

Dave Redlin 

President. Society of American Period Furniture Makers 
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