@) Attorneys
¢/ for Animals 49651 Shenandoah Circle

Canton, MI 48187
October 1, 2018

Representative Klint Kesto
Chair, Law and Justice Committee
Michigan House of Representatives

Via email: Melissa Weipert, Commitiee Clerk, mwéigerl@house.mi. gov
Re: Support of HB 6255, House Law and Justice Committee Meeting, October 2, 2018
Dear Rep. Kesto and Committee Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information to the committee. Attorneys for Animals, Inc.
(AFA) is a Michigan non-profit and 501(c)(3) organization of legal professionals and animal
advocates. The organization’s Board of Directors voted to support HB 6255.

This bill is part of a package to revise the Michigan Penal Code to include references to
cryptocurrency. We commend Rep. Marino for realizing the need to update the animal fighting
statute to acknowledge that cryptocurrency is a reality in these crimes.

Animal fighting, while a crime in all 50 states, has been on the rebound since the 1990s, likely
because of the internet. Animal fighters are sophisticated, and often are associated with other
forms of criminal activity, including illegal gambling. Federal agencies have prosecuted cases in
which drug cartels were running narcotics through cockfighting and dogfighting operations.’
These criminals have been described as “violent and highly secretive”. The enterprises are
difficult for law enforcement to infiltrate, and an investigation challenges the resources of those
agencies which respond to the crime."

This bill will update Michigan law to respond to these challenges and will allow prosecutors to
keep up with the changing landscape of animal fighting criminals. We urge the Committee to

report this bill with a recommendation.

Very Truly Yours,

Beatrice M. Friedlander, JD
President
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