Good Moming Distinguished Members of the Committee,

My name is Marie Schluter (| reside at 24781 Nottingham Novi, M1 48374) and | am the proud Principal of Stuckey
Center School, which is located at 26000 Fargo, Redford Michigan 48240. Our school is a Wayne County ISD Special
Education Program which specializes in teaching students who are certified Emotionally Impaired. Students come
to our school when they are too severely emotionally impaired to stay in their local districts. We service 9 different
school districts in Wayne County. Qur students struggle with severe depression, anxiety, and other mental health
issues.

My partnership with The Family Puppy Store began 5 years ago with students coming up with the idea of bringing
puppies to school to help them with stress. This was a student driven idea that has flourished into a TREMENDOUS
PARTNERSHIP into our specialized program, and the puppies have now been an integra! part of helping the neediest
students in the county, providing them with stress management breaks, mood improvements, and pure happiness in
playing with a puppy during their lunch time period.

The health, care and well-being of all of the quality puppies John and the Family Puppy Store has provided our
students is exceptional. The puppies are clean, have high energy, and are very social with every single student
they’ve encountered. The students are able to enjoy the puppies on “Puppy Day,” which is organized by the Student
Council. They make signs around the entire building letting people know when the “Puppies Are Coming!” It is like
Christmas on a monthly basis, and to be able to provide positive hope, smiles, and excitement for 30 minutes during
their lunch time, to students who struggle with finding happiness, Is a priceless gift.

Speaking of priceless, this is COST EFFECTIVE for the school, since John's goals for the puppies are to have at least
200 human contacts in gaining experience to being very socialized. Our students need the love and affection they
receive from the puppies. It is truly a WIN-WIN situation. | have many pictures and videos to prove this, and | also
brought with me the students statements who wrote in their own words how powerful these animals are in
bringing them stress relief and joy.

At a time when our students across the nation are stressed about many issues while in school, we have found a
creative strategy to help them look at how they feel before, during, and after the puppies come. We then build on
other stress management techniques from there, and the puppies are the foundation to that discussion.

Speaking of building, my school is for students grades 9-12, but we share the building with the K-8 grades as well,
and those students are also certified emotionally impaired. We are trying to build the little kids Puppy Day with
the older students by having the younger students read a book to the puppies. This has been a challenge for the
younger students because the puppies are high energy. The high school students have offered to help the
younger students hold the puppies while the younger kids read to the dog with “uninhibited judgement”...
because the puppy is not going to care if the student misreads a word or not. This has been providing some
bonding within our 2 school programs, and once again, the puppies are the central focus of this success.

Please take a minute to look at some of the students’ powerful statements about how these puppies impact them
and support them with their anxiety and stress issues. Animal therapy has proven research tied to healing, and
the Family Puppy Store has been a pillar in our school. Other schools want to join in on our success, but John has
been focused on helping us, and together, we_are providing a SOLUTION to two issues at once. | hope you see
the benefits of partnering the Family Puppy Store with school districts.

Respectfully Yours,

Marie Schluter, Ed. S.
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